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Advert is ing Pol ic ies  

To promote, foster, and encourage a spirit of mutual  
interest among enthusiasts of Jaguar automobiles. 

W elcome 

to 2019. I’m 

amazed that 

a year has 

passed since my first column. A lot 

happened in 2018 with its fourteen 

official events. With rallies, gatherings, 

and shows, our group was quite active 

and participation was strong, even 

with the rescheduling of a few events.  

I’m looking forward to a great 2019, 

and it is off to a roaring start. 

 

The first event of the year was our tra-

ditional annual dinner. As if 

“reschedule” is the theme of my presi-

dency, we were forced to move the 

dinner two weeks later due to eleven+ 

inches of snow. From what I under-

stand, this is a first for the Club. Amaz-

ingly, we still had over fifty people 

make it to the event. The food was 

fabulous and the awards were all well-

deserved. A huge thank you goes out 

to Robin and Curt Engler for sponsor-

ing our party at the Deer Creek Club. 

Additional thanks to our organizers, 

Ben & Jen Hendrix and Kelly & Sally 

Waite. I wanted to note one award:  

this year’s Finsilver Award went to our 

exceptional newsletter scribe, Mat-

thew Johnson. When the first person 

mentioned his name, the reaction was 

a unanimous “yes” by all. There really 

wasn’t a more perfect candidate. Con-

gratulations, Matthew! Now get back 

to publishing this newsletter… 

 

As we head into the year, our calendar 

looks to be shaping up nicely. Bob Her-

old will be hosting Coffee, Coffee, & 

Cars at JustJags, and Phil Taxman and 

Jim Hendrix have our first rally sched-

uled for March 16th. I know we have a 

few new members and I’m hoping to 

see them in our line-up. We can never 

have enough Jaguars on a road rally. 

 

With this cold and snowy winter, I’m 

really looking forward to getting back 

out on the roads and continue some 

work on the Jaguars. I’ll be looking 

forward to seeing how Allan Ellis’s E-

type project comes along and news on 

other members’ projects. 

 

Hoping your drives go swimmingly, 

John Sippel, President 
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On the  Cover . . . 

Ken McDade captured a  jaguar val-

iantly leaping from an enormous snow-

bank!  

 

Either that, or it’s a shot of his XJL’s 

bonnet ornament, covered in Greater 

St. Louis area snow (snow that many in 

the area thought we might never see 

again given the last two winters, but 

also, given the recent double-digit neg-

ative temperatures, really don’t want 

to). Caption from the photographer, 

“Digging out!” (Photo: Ken McDade) 

 

Here, Heather Johnson’s photo 

(pictured) of your Growl Editor produc-

ing what would have been the cover 

photo (not pictured) — of a snow-

dusted S-type on a cold, dreary, weirdly 

beautifully colorless day — had he not 

seen Ken’s cool (in both senses of the 

word) leaper photograph. (Photo: 

Heather Johnson) 

Classified ads: free to JAGSL members for a consecutive, 
three-issue run. Not a member? Become one (see above). 

http://www.jagstl.com/
http://www.jagstl.com/the-club/memberapp
mailto:matthewthegrowl@charter.net
mailto:%3cbig.cat92@hotmail.com%3e


S ome of 

you may 

have 

heard, com-

pletely or in 

snippets, accurately or no, about the dra-

ma that unfolded on Saturday, December 

15th during the month’s generously-hosted 

(by Bob Herold) Coffee, Coffee, & Cars 

event. I have been asked by the attendees 

— well, more accurately, from those few 

who were still able to coherently speak 

afterwards — to set the record straight, so 

here goes:   

  

Understand that at automotive events, we 

are used to the sounds of a bonnet un-

latching, and, spontaneously, with such 

simultaneousness as to be described as 

miraculous, a gaggle of gawkers to quite 

suddenly surround the newly-revealed 

engine emerging from the darkness. This 

is a happening with which we are familiar, 

some of us even intimately. It is my ethical 

duty as reliable reporter for and Editor of 

the Growl to confirm that at least part of 

the story that you’ve caught whiff of is 

true, even though as witness of the actual 

event, I hesitate, even now, to commit 

these words to print: yes, some of the gen-

tlemen present at JustJags that day con-

gregated not at the bonnet, but at the 

boot of Bob Herold’s (stately and beauti-

ful) 1960 Jaguar Mk IX. (I advise now tak-

ing a moment to 

recover, and only 

then continuing 

with the next par-

agraph.) 

 

The deed is done, 

the incident rec-

orded, I note, 

perhaps for some 

distant future 

JAGSL members 

to reflect on, 

should the then 

JAGSL Historian 

remove a copy of 

The Jaguar’s Growl, volume 24, issue 1, 

from deep storage, in the hopes that that 

era’s JAGSL will not err as this one’s did. 

That this should be our burden to bear, 

and theirs merely to avoid, having learned 

from our experience. Now, should you still 

(misguidedly, but understandably) disbe-

lieve my words, gaze (but not without fair 

warning), at the accompanying photo-

graph; may it serve as additional evidence 

of what transpired. And be thankful (as I 

am) that the position from which I man-

aged to take the single extant photograph 

does not reveal what was in the trunk. 
 

--MATTHEW JOHNSON 

Allan Ellis 

Brian Henderson 

Bob Herold 

Matthew Johnson 

Mark Morgan 

John Sippel 

Terry Zerr 

ATTENDEES:  
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Saturday, March 16th 

 

Meet at the 

St. Louis Bread Company  
9920 Kennerly Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63128 
 

• 8:30a: Registration, coffee, 

and pastries 

• 9:00a: First car departs 

 

Hosted by:   
 

Jim & Lisa Hendrix and  

Phil & Lupe Taxman 

 

Please R.S.V.P. so we can ar-

range food etc.  
 

email: lhendrix@curtispack.com 

            or ssjagman@aol.com 

 

phone: Jim: 314.406.5412

 Phil:  314.761.5913 

O ur driving tour will take us on wonderful 

blue-line roads (perfect for Jaguars, clas-

sic cars, British marques, Miatas, or any other 

cars that like open, curvy, scenic routes) to 

southeast Missouri. Our destination is  

 

Elephant Rock State Park  
(Belleview, MO 63623). 

 

We’ll spend about 45 minutes at the park, giv-

ing you plenty of time to visit this very inter-

esting site. We will then make a short dash to 

Arcadia, MO, where we will visit High Valley 

Angus Ranch and enjoy lunch at a local Res-

taurant. Total travel is about 100 miles each 

way, directions provided (we estimate two 

hours of drive time there — scenic route, one-

and-a-half for the return — quick highway. 

Home by 3:30pm). 

 

Information about restaurant and meal choic-

es will be posted shortly on the JAGSL web-

site <www.jagstl.com>. We last rallied to Ele-

phant Rock State Park in 2012 and it was a 

great success, enjoyed by all. 

mailto:lhendrix@curtispack.com
mailto:ssjagman@aol.com
https://mostateparks.com/park/elephant-rocks-state-park
http://www.jagstl.com/
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Month When? What? Where? By Whom? 

JANUARY  26th 

6:30p 

Annual Awards Dinner @ Deer Creek Club 

9861 Deer Creek Hill / St. Louis, MO 63124 

Kelly & Sally Waite /  

Ben & Jen Hendrix 

FEBRUARY  23rd  

8:00a 

Coffee, Coffee, & Cars @ JustJags, LLC 

7113 N Hanley Rd. / Hazelwood, MO 63042 

Bob Herold 

MARCH  16th 

8:30a 

Tour to Elephant Rock State Park & High Valley Angus Ranch 
Starts at St. Louis Bread Co. 9920 Kennerly Rd. / St. Louis, MO 63128 

Phil Taxman / Jim Hendrix 

 

23rd  

8:00a 

Coffee, Coffee, & Cars @ JustJags, LLC 

7113 N Hanley Rd. / Hazelwood, MO 63042 

Bob Herold 

APRIL  TBD Judges’ Training Jim Hendrix / John Testrake 

JUNE  TBD R&R Ranch with lunch in Labadie John Sippel / Terry Zerr 

JULY  21st 

 

JAGSL Birthday Party @ Glen Echo County Club 

3401 Lucas and Hunt Rd, St. Louis, MO 63121 

Terry & Jeanne Carmack / 

Tom Loew & Charlotte Bukowski 

AUGUST TBD Luncheon @ Country Club of St. Albans 

3165 St. Albans Rd, St. Albans, MO 63073 

Norma Nowotny / Barbara Giese 

SEPTEMBER 21st 

9:00a 

All British Car & Cycle Show @ Creve Coeur Lake Memorial Park 

13450 Marine Ave. / St. Louis, MO 63146 

Gary & Diana Schlueter 

OCTOBER 5th 

7:00a 

JAGSL Concours d’Elegance @ Faust Park 

15185 Olive Blvd. / Chesterfield, MO 63017 

Allan Ellis / Lisa Hendrix 

NOVEMBER TBD JAGSL Annual Meeting 

 

John Sippel / Lisa Hendrix 

DECEMBER    

Local Cars & Coffee Events: 

<carsandcoffeestl.org> 

<www.jagstl.com> 

chrome 
& 

caffeine  

23rd February 2019 
8:30a-12:00p 

Gateway Classic Cars 
 

1237 Central Park Dr, 

O'Fallon, IL 6226  
 

Info: 618.271.3000 

 

Complimentary coffee, 

donuts, and self-tours of 

the showroom. (Last Sat-

urday of every month.) 

Saturday,  
February 23 rd 
8:00a-10:00a  

 

7113 N Hanley Rd, 
Hazelwood, MO 
(314.524.5300) 

@ 

S O M E  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 9  A U C T I O N  R E S U L T S  (sales price includes commission) 

RM Sotheby 's ,  Phoenix  

<rmsothebys.com> 

 

1962 E-type OTS — $198,800 

1966 E-type OTS — $274,400 

1969 E-type OTS — $72,800 

Barret t - Jackson,  Scottsdale   

<barrett-jackson.com> 

 

1963 Mk 2 — $33,000 

1967 E-type FHC — $110,000 

1968 E-type OTS — $110,000 

1971 E-type OTS — $176,000 

1973 E-type OTS — $121,000 

1974 E-type OTS — $66,000 

1995 XJS Convertible — $7150 

1995 XJS Convertible — $13,750 

1999 XK8 Convertible — $10,670 

2003 XJ8 — $6,050 

2008 XJ Vanden Plas — $14,300 

Gooding & Company, Scottsdale 

<goodingco.com> 

 

1961 XK150 DHC — $212,800 

1966 E-type OTS — $210,000 

1971 E-type OTS — $98,000 

If you haven’t already done so, please send in your member-

ship renewal. (The membership dues deadline was January 31st.) 
 

To renew your memberships to JCNA and JAGSL for another calendar 

year, please complete the renewal notice mailed in December (or, if 

you’re reading this Growl online, you can use the one on page 16) and 

send $63.00 for a single membership or $68.00 for a joint membership 

with voting rights for two. And if you are under 25, you qualify for the 

Young Enthusiast membership with dues of $23.00 for a calendar year’s 

membership. 

 

Should you have any questions, please feel free to call me (Diana 

Schlueter, Membership Chair) at 636.477.1763 or send an email to 

<gdjags3@aol.com>. 

 

Thank you! 
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The Growl Editor publishes event info provided 

and as requested by others. The Editor neither 

sponsors, endorses, promotes nor necessarily 

knows anything about any event. 

Contact the hosts of individual events with any 

questions. JAGSL calendar details will be filled 

in here as they are received by the Editor. (See 

Growl publishing deadlines, pg. 3.) 

Remember, the calendar is an organic  

document: if you want to host, do so! There can 

be multiple events per month — contact a JAGSL 

officer <www.jagstl.com/contact>. 

mailto:lhendrix@curtispack.com
http://www.jagstl.com/events/calendar-list-of-events
http://carsandcoffeestl.org/
http://carsandcoffeestl.org/
http://www.jagstl.com/events/calendar-list-of-events
https://rmsothebys.com
https://www.barrett-jackson.com
https://www.goodingco.com
http://www.jagstl.com/contact


A 
friend of mine is contemplat- ing 

plunging into the classic car scene. 

He sought my advice (whether that’s 

a sharp idea or no, I leave to others to 

judge). Funds are limited (I am highly empa-

thetic) and after looking at current classic 

car market values, he inquired, “So what do 

you think about doing a restoration?” Direct 

translation: “Good condition classic cars can 

be really expensive!” More liberal interpreta-

tion: “What do you think about me doing a 

restoration, myself, figuring it out as I go, 

having no experience with it whatsoever 

(because a ‘rough around the edges’ car is 

so affordable)?” The theory is that one can 

get a superb deal on a rough car and, to 

save on labor, restore it oneself – then enjoy 

or sell. In practice, well … one does save 

money initially … but after that 

…  

 

I had to be 

particularly care-

ful here, as I’ve 

always wanted to 

do a restoration, 

learning as I go, 

solving problems as 

they arise, perusing 

restoration manuals, 

watching YouTube videos, exploiting shame-

lessly others’ generosity. And in the case 

with my buddy, it is an especially attractive 

prospect: I’d be participating in someone 

else’s project, in someone else’s garage, 

with someone else’s money, but could still 

enjoy the experience. Thus, my advice-

offering manifested as a series of questions 

rather than dictates, so the advice-seeker 

could weigh pros and cons for himself to 

figure out 1) what he really wanted and 2) if 

he had any idea what he might be getting 

into. (My assessment of my own advice is 

that it is terrible and wonderful.) Then I 

found out that he wants an air-cooled 

Volkswagen Beetle, or maybe a Bus. And I 

sound like I know a lot about those particu-

lar vehicles, so I had to tread particularly 

lightly here. It’s not that 

I would ever advise someone 

do something that I wouldn’t do 

myself; it’s just that I like, from time 

to time, to do something wholly ill-advised … 

or at least objectively impractical, approach-

ing impracticality’s shared border with fool-

hardy. 

 

Now, if you’re a genuine amateur and want 

to do a restoration, an air-cooled VW is the 

car to poke at, one hears. They’re mechani-

cally “simple,” folks say. Parts are widely 

available and inexpensive, for certain. And 

there are plenty of people around who would 

be willing to lend a hand and provide 

(varying degrees of) expertise. Unlike in the 

Jaguar world, in which, on average, one 

out of every sixty-two knowledgably-

sounding people is actually knowledgea-

ble (as revealed by a double-blind, IRB-

approved, longitudinal empirical study), 

it’s more like one in twenty-eight 

where air-cooled VWs are concerned. 

Despite the merit of the latter crowd, 

it’s not uncommon, 

regardless of the 

marque or project, 

that the first step 

of a restoration is 

to start it, and 

the second is to 

let it sit for the 

foreseeable 

future as a 

convenient (if 

bulky and inefficiently-

designed) shelf in the garage. The 

vital query is whether one is adept at battling 

inertia. Another important question is wheth-

er one has the time to dedicate to restoring 

the car (reading, reading, watching videos, 

more reading, researching, more videos, 

seeking advice … then negotiating inevitably 

conflicting advice … and then, at some point, 

trying to do the actual work). And then one 

must be honest with oneself: Do you want to 

restore a car? Or do you want to drive a car 

(and the restoration is just the means to that 

end)?  

 

To drive? Well, it’s more or less a truism that 

for a Beetle, if you buy a ready-to-go car in 

the condition that you really want one, you’re 

better off in the long run. Especially finan-

cially. This rule is generalizable, for the most 

part, to all models available to enthusiasts 

with modest means. 

 

To restore? The mechanicals of a 

Beetle, one often hears, are really 

easy. I retort, nearly as often, “easy” if you 

already know what you’re doing, if you have 

some know-how already, if you used to tear 

down engines when you were growing up, if 

you have thirty years of automotive restora-

tion experience. Otherwise, take a look 

through restoration manuals: even the lan-

guage is unfamiliar. I liken car-restoration 

advice given to those authentically amateur 

to that given to people experienced only with 

microwaves (or on the outer edge, toasters) 

when they decide, for the first time, to actu-

ally cook: the counsel goes, “If you can read 

a recipe, you can cook.” Poppycock. What’s 

the difference between blanching, searing, 

frying, sautéing, and sweating? Do you know 

that you need to ask how cooking times are 

affected by ambient temperatures and hu-

midity (or a gas range vs. an electronic stov-

etop)? Or that a liquid measuring cup differs 

from that used to measure solids? It’s not 

that the beginning chef can’t read a recipe, 

it’s that recipes are deceptively, quite unex-

pectedly, hard to un-

derstand. I mean, I 

can read just fine 

Bentley Publications’ 

Volkswagen Repair 

Manual sanctioned 

by Volkswagen of 

America, which offers 

the following:  

 

“Remove the sole-

noid before disas-

sembling the starter. The cap must also 

be removed from the commutator end of 

the starter to gain access to the C-

washer or circlip on the armature shaft. 

After the C-washer or circlip has been 

removed, the through bolts can be taken 

out and the starter end plate and hous-

ing lifted off the armature. Note the num-

ber and position of all spacer washers to 

ensure proper reassembly.”1 

 

Thank you, Volkswagen of America, Inc. 

Quite informative. Just one follow-up ques-

tion: WTF?  

 

Contrariwise, I can understand John Muir’s 

How to Keep Your Volkswagen Alive, which I 

will quote at length here, as it’s worth read-

ing:  
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“Make sure the key is 

off and the car is out of 

gear! [Now that’s quite good advice, eh?] 

 

“Slide under the right side of the car so 

your head is just forward of the axle 

(approx.) Coming out of the engine will 

be a round thing 

that looks like an 

electric motor 

and it is, in fact, 

the starter and 

the smaller 

round thing at-

tached to it is the 

solenoid. [... 

(seventeen para-

graphs of genuinely 

helpful prose re-

moved here for rea-

sons of space) …] 

 

“Locate the starter 

and solenoid over 

the right rear axle 

with your flashlight. 

Take the three exter-

nal wires off the solenoid: one from the 

switch, the little one’s a push-on, the big 

one that comes from the battery and the 

hot wire from the engine. Put the cable 

from the battery where it won’t short 

against metal or tape it. Put the 17mm 

socket on the long extension on the 

ratchet and work it around so you can 

get it on the top bolt that holds the start-

er. This is the one you have your vice grip 

hung up on on the other side. Put the 

socket on it and turn it counterclockwise 

until you hear the vice grip drop. Reach 

up and pull the bolt out. Use the 17mm 

to take off the nut that holds the bottom 

of the starter. Note: If you don’t feel a 

bolt head on the bolt, you have self lock-

ing bolts (1968 and later models). In this 

case, what you do is tum the nut loose 

from the top with a 17mm 

wrench, then use your fingers, pulling out 

as you tum. […] 

 

“Locate the two screws that hold the 

solenoid to the starter. Put a few drops 

of ‘Liquid Wrench’ on these screws and 

let it soak in. While you’re waiting, use a 

13 or 14mm wrench to remove the nut 

and lock washer holding the wire that 

comes out of the starter body. Take the 

wire off the bolt, then replace the washer 

and nut for safe storage. Clamp the vice 

grip on the screwdriver blade near the 

handle, find someone to hold the starter 

while you put the screwdriver blade in 

the screw slot and tum the screwdriver 

with the vice grip counterclockwise to 

remove the two screws holding the sole-

noid. When they are out, the solenoid 

can be unhooked from the operating 

lever and removed. Don’t try to repair the 

solenoid, buy a new one if it’s bad.”2 

  

Much obliged, John – can I call you John?  

Lovely. Got it!3  

 

So, more accurately, “If you can understand 

a recipe, you can cook.” (And that still 

doesn’t make you a chef.) 

 

I am equally enamored by that bulls**t that 

masquerades as (patronizing) confidence-

building: “If you can turn a wrench, you can 

fix a car.” Right. And what if the job requires 

a breaker bar instead? Or a MIG welder? (… 

or should I use TIG?) And if the wrench DOES 

happen to be the right tool, still, what if the 

nut is seized? What then? What if the 

threads are stripped? What if I’m putting a 

steel bolt into an aluminum block (just for 

instance, I ask knowingly)? Oh, and should 

the bolt’s steel be galvanized? Stainless? 

Greased? Loctite-d? (If the latter … blue or 

red?)  

So, more accurately, “If you can turn a 

wrench, you can turn a wrench.” (Which by 

no stretch of the imagination makes you a 

certified Ferrari technician.) 

 

By the way, let me quickly address the ridicu-

lous assurance often offered for working on 

a car, that “It’s not rocket science.” Here’s 

the thing: rocket science isn’t rocket science 

(so to speak) if you receive the appropriate 

amount of education and then gain a suffi-

cient amount of experience. Suffice to say, 

the learning curve – in cooking, automotive 

restoration, and rocket science – is 

steep. You’ll need more than a falsely-

modest restorer-mechanic (or chef or rocket 

scientist) telling you that “Anyone can do it.” 

You’ll also need the tools. You’ll also need 

the space. You’ll also need the patience. 

You’ll also need the confidence. And if you 

don’t know what you’re doing, maybe you 

can do it, but you’ll also need the assistance, 

and you cannot get that from “anyone.” 

 

The bottom line I offered my preciously-

innocent-comrade-asking-what-I-think-about-

tackling-a-restoration-with-no-knowledge-or-

experience-or-tools-or-space-or-money is 

this:  1) It could be fun, and you might have 

a decent car at the end. You’ll certainly learn 

a lot. 2) It will take more time, more effort, 

and way more money than you anticipate. 

Guaranteed.   

 

Now, if money is the real issue (and it really 

can be), I try to be quite clear: You will spend 

more on a project car wanting to be a fine 

driver or regional show-winner than you will if 

you buy a fine driver or regional show-

winner. If money is not really the issue, then 

you have options (isn’t that always the way 

when money isn’t an issue?) and can afford 

the amateur restoration experience without 

(much) risk. For my pre-retirement, professo-

rial friend, I likened my advice to him to that 

I give to my undergraduates thinking about 

going to earn a PhD: If the only reason you’re 

going to graduate school is the rare tenure-

track professorship that might be available 

at the end, think twice; however, if you are 

pursuing an advanced degree because you 

want the graduate school experience (and 

can avoid accruing much debt), then go for 

it!   ❑ 

VW of America Official Service Manual: 

<www.bentleypublishers.com> 

 

How to Keep Your Volkswagen Alive: 

<www.avalontravelbooks.com> 

Muir’s book is delightfully and helpfully illustrated by Peter Aschwanden 

1 Volkswagen of America, Inc. Volkswagen Official 

Service Manual: Super Beetle, Beetle & Karmann 

Ghia 1970, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1976, 

1977, 1978, 1979, Bentley Publishers, 1979, Sec-

tion 7, p. 12.   

 

2 Muir, John. How to Keep Your Volkswagen Alive: A 

Manual of Step by Step Procedures for the Compleat 

Idiot, 19th ed., Avalon Travel, 2016, pp. 51, 59-60. 

 
3 The book is a veritable fountain of appreciated 

advice: “Put your stocking cap on so your long hair 

won’t get caught in the machinery” (116), for in-

stance, and “Cars on supports can fall down, be-

cause of the thing called gravity” (453). Brilliant! And 

if it sounds like I’m advertising the book, so be it: 

whether or not you have or are interested in 

Volkswagens, the manual is still a good read. 

http://www.bentleypublishers.com/volkswagen/repair-information/vw-type-1-1970-1979-repair-manual.html
https://www.avalontravelbooks.com/titles/peter-aschwanden/how-to-keep-your-volkswagen-alive/9781566913102/


 

Writing for Roadshow, Andrew Krok re-

ports that Jaguar Land Rover is testing 

“doors [that] are capable of opening them-

selves when a key gets within a certain 

range of the car.” Mark Ormrod, “former 

Royal Marine and triple amputee” is as-

sisting JLR in the doors’ development, 

although “not only can this aid those with 

mobility issues, but it can offer a helping 

hand to a person trying to carry something 

large, like a car seat, to a vehicle.” On the 

inside, doors close with the touch of a 

button; on the outside, doors close when 

the key is no longer in range. To avoid the 

doors opening into objects (or people, one 

imagines), JLR employs “ultrasonic sen-

sors” which “can detect objects and stop 

the door’s movement to protect from 

dents and paint chips” and (again, one 

imagines) simultaneously protect — you 

know, as an afterthought — what (or 

whom) the doors would otherwise hit, so, 

bonus! 

 

<cnet.com> 

 

Now I’m not at all biased, but I always 

loved how the Mercedes-Benz 300 SL 

Coupe (you know, the one with the char-

acteristic gullwing doors) out-prices its 

Roadster (convertible) sibling. Hardtops 

selling for more than convertibles is quite 

uncommon, a guideline that 

the Jaguar E-type has tradi-

tionally followed: E-type open 

two-seaters commonly sell 

for well more than fixed-head 

coupes. That’s despite E-type 

coupes being both rarer than 

convertibles  and (totally, 

completely, entirely objective-

ly speaking) better looking. 

But at RM Sotheby’s Petersen Automotive 

Museum Auction held on 8 December 

2018, a 1966 Series 1 4.2-Litre Fixed 

Head Coupe sold for $22,400 more than 

a 1965 Series 1 4.2-Litre Roadster. (And 

if you say something like, “Hey, note that 

the FHC was a meticulously-preserved, 

one-owner, fully-documented — like, really 

fully, including a journal of every service 

done since its first 1,000-mile one in 

1966; and while the OTS was fab, it had a 

couple o’ ‘upgrades’ like Wilwood brakes 

and contemporary … read, not original 

color … paint,” then I’ll say to you, “Stop 

confusing me with facts.”) The point is 

coupe more than convertible! 

<rmsothebys.com> 

 

(No, 2+2 enthusiasts, I didn’t forget you. 

Your day is coming. At the time of this 

writing, Hyman, Ltd. has a ‘67 2+2 availa-

ble with a $149,500 asking price. Happy 

now?) 

 

<hymanltd.com> 

 

Reviewing the 2018 XF Sportbrake S AWD 

for The Truth About Cars, Tim Healey be-

gins, “Automotive journalists are often 

accused of falling in love with wagons just 

because of their bodystyle.” Really? Now, I 

don’t know much about the way accusa-

tions are launched at automotive journal-

ists, I admit; still, it seems to me that just 

a few years ago, a station wagon would be 

something that someone would have to 

be coerced into appreciating through 

flashy marketing. It is astonishing to me 

(though I fail to see why it’s a constant 

surprise) how tastes change, and how 

quickly. That embarrassment in which a 

parent delivered a child to school is now  

(to quote Healey) “a sexy looking wagon.” 

Sexy. I’ll bet the XF itself could also do a 

fabulous 180. Healey says, “Sometimes, 

however, a wagon is likable for reasons 

that have nothing to do with shape,” and 

he ain’t talking about the practicality of it 

in carrying all of that stuff (or people), but 

the aesthetic quality of its shape. I totally 

get it. I also think that hilarious. 

 

Later in the review, Healey mentions the 

car’s electrical “bugs” — “Well, it is a Brit-

ish car, after all,” he quips. As it turns out, 

these bugs are remarkable in two signifi-

cant ways: First, not all of the bugs were 

bugs, but “features,” which is to say that 

the car was operating normally and as 

intended. Second, these features were 

intended. “It took a phone call to the PR 

department” for Healey to learn a beeping 

sound that would occur from time to time 

(and lower the volume of the radio) was a 

“speed-camera alert.” And that the car, 

“in certain situations” when safely parked 

and when the driver removes their seat-

belt, will turn its engine off.  

 

When “feature” becomes a synonym for 

“irritant,” I ain’t interested. But what a 

beautiful car. Hey, wait! — that’s the quali-

ty of Jaguar that I’ve come to know and 

love! I’ll take one! 
 

<thetruthaboutcars.com> 
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https://www.cnet.com/roadshow/news/jaguar-land-rover-testing-automatic-car-doors/
https://rmsothebys.com/en/auctions/ca18
https://hymanltd.com/vehicles/6319-1967-jaguar-xke-22-coupe/
https://www.thetruthaboutcars.com/2019/01/2018-jaguar-xf-sportbrake-s-awd-review-sultry-styling-british-quirks/


▪ 4.0L 6-cylinder en-

gine 

▪ 4-speed auto w/ 

overdrive 

▪ Triple black (exterior, 

interior, top) 

▪ Sport suspension 

package 

▪ Black leather interior 

w/ gray piping 

▪ Burl wood and leath-

er interior trim 

▪ Chrome: headlight 

surrounds, door mir-

rors, number plate 

surround, exhaust 

pipes 

▪ Leaping Jaguar hood 

badge 

▪ Power steering 

▪ Power convertible 

top, windows, locks 

▪ Power front seats w/ 

memory 

▪ Air conditioning 

▪ ABS 

▪ SRS airbags 

▪ RDS radio/cassette 

▪ Heated side mirrors 

▪ Tinted glass 

▪ Halogen lamps, fog 

lights 

▪ Dual illuminated visor 

vanity mirrors 

▪ Cruise control 

▪ Anti-theft alarm sys-

tem 

▪ 16” Dayton spoke 

wheels (also have 

original wheels) 

▪ Original owner’s man-

uals w/ binder 

▪ Original  jack/tool set 

▪ 2 sets of keys w/ 

remote entry 

▪ Clean CARFAX  

This final edition XJS known 

as the “Celebration” was the 

last iteration of the XJS mod-

el. Many enthusiasts consid-

er the 1996 XJS 2+2 Road-

ster to be the last great Jagu-

ar convertible. The styling is 

timeless and elegant and 

these grand touring automo-

biles are destined to become 

collectible classics, as 1996 

was the last year for this body 

style. 50,300 original miles. 

Asking price $22,500. 

 

For more information, contact  

Dean Bittick 

636.742.5880 

<deanbittick@charter.net> 
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Abner Li writes for 9to5Google (“breaking 

news on all things Google” — by Google, 

sponsored by Google, probably googled by 

Google) that Waymo (Google’s-nay-

Alphabet’s self-driving car development 

outfit) plans to bring the manufacturing of 

autonomous cars (components, anyway) 

to Michigan. That includes Jaguar’s all-

electric I-PACE. 20,000 of them, Li re-

ports. Rebecca Cook (for Reuters, pub-

lished by Business Insider) indicates that 

Waymo “will invest $13.6 million in the 

Detroit area” (I hear that kind of money 

will go a long, long way in Detroit nowa-

days). Michigan approves. 
 

<9to5google.com> 

<businessinsider.com> 

 

This story comes from Private Wealth: Ad-

vising the Exceptionally Affluent (I did not 

make that up), which, by their own admis-

sion (connotations intended), “is for the 

professionals focused exclusively on meet-

ing the financial, legal and lifestyle de-

mands of ultra-high-net-worth clients.” 

Wow, do I want to tackle that one, but 

that’s not the point in this particular 

JAGcetera ditty, so I’ll refrain (for now). 

While clearly this article was not intended 

for me, nevertheless, I was able to under-

stand most of the words that they used, so 

I bring this to you: 

 

Brett Berk writes about three apps, 

DriveShare (a subsidiary of Hagerty Classic 

Car Insurance), Turo, and Vinty. He ex-

plains that they “all function like Airbnb,” 

and through which “owners list their vehi-

cles, upload information and images, set a 

rental price, and provide guidelines on 

things such as mileage, security deposit, 

and delivery instructions.” Then, after a 

verification process (of such elements like 

age, validity of driver’s license, and so 

forth), someone can drive your classic. 

 

Berk’s first rental was a 1990 Jaguar XJ-S, 

which he describes as “flawless” and 

“steadfast.” Remarkably (which is to say 

that he specifically remarked about it), 

“the car started up every time, the AC blew 

cold, and the suspension absorbed im-

pacts, physical and emotional, on L.A.’s 

mean surface streets.” He’s now search-

ing for an XJ-S of his own. 
 

<fa-mag.com> 

W hen the news came that Joe Mizerany had passed away, 

my mind went immediately to three memories shaped by 

him. I usually ran into Joe at Cars & Coffee at Westport, where 

he typically asked me if I had any extra Growls – because he 

liked to place a copy underneath the windshield of his XJS, think-

ing it a good way to promote interest in the Club.   

 

Joe showed up at an event in April of 2015 that only three of us 

attended (Matthew Johnson and I were the others): the “Jent 

Event” in Maplewood (which you can read about it in the May 

and June 2015 issues). Larry Jent was throwing a birthday party 

for his father, Liston, and since his Dad had owned a ’53 XK 

120, he thought it might be fitting if members of JAGSL could 

stop by in their Jags. Matthew and I showed up to great Jag-

enthusiasm and left after a while. It wasn’t much of a turnout … 

but later that day, I got a call from Joe, who said that he had 

arrived at the birthday party – and where were we? 

 

My most recent memory of Joe was prompted by a phone call 

from Jason, the manager at Kwik Kopy in Chesterfield. (Kwik 

Kopy prints and mails the Growl.) Jason told me that someone 

had called and wanted printed the current issue (then October 

2018) of the Growl. I told Jason to text me the caller’s number; 

his name was Joseph. I didn’t put all the pieces together until I 

heard Joe’s voice on the other end of the line. Apparently, Joe 

wanted extra copies of the newsletter. I dropped extras that I 

had for him in the mail. I then called Jason, making clear that if 

he ever got a request from “Joseph” again, that it was perfectly 

okay ... as long as he paid for them! 

 

I’ll miss Joe and his quiet enthusiasm for our 

Club. May his soul rest in eternal peace.  — Allan Ellis  

JOSEPH ALEXANDER MIZERANY – (1936-2019) 

mailto:deanbittick@charter.net
https://9to5google.com/2019/01/22/waymo-michigan-self-driving-factory/
https://www.businessinsider.com/waymo-to-open-a-self-driving-car-facility-in-the-detroit-area-2019-1
https://www.fa-mag.com/news/want-to-rent-a-vintage-jaguar--test-driving-two-airbnb-like-apps-42529.html
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A fter rescheduling due to weather, we were able to 

enjoy a festive evening at Deer Creek. Thanks again 

to everyone for being able to reschedule and making this 

another great event. Thanks to our hosts, Curt & Robin Eng-

ler, for allowing us to have our awards dinner at this won-

derful location. After a wonderful dinner, JAGSL President 

John Sippel started the evening with upcoming club event 

updates.  

 

We also had a moment of silence for a long-standing club 

member, Joe Mizerany, who, sadly, passed away on January 

22nd.  

 

—BEN & JEN HENDRIX and KELLY & SALLY WAITE  ❑ 

SPECIAL  AWARDS 

Normally, participation awards are presented to the top 

ten memberships, but this year, we had a tie for 10th 

place:  

 

1. Jim & Lisa Hendrix 

2. Heather & Matthew Johnson 

3. Allan & Christi Ellis 

4. Lupe & Phil Taxman 

5. Chris & Terry Zerr 

6. John & Meg Sippel 

7. Diana & Gary Schlueter 

8. Emily & John Testrake 

9. Jeanne & Terry Carmack 

10. Ben & Jen Hendrix / Charlotte Bukowski & Thomas Loew 

PARTICIPATION  AWARDS  

The Classic Traveler, an-

nounced by Ken McDade, for 

cars that are twenty-five years 

and older: Kelly & Sally Waite — 

2,500 miles in their 1976 XJ6C 

The Modern Traveler, an-

nounced by Ken McDade, 

for cars newer than twenty-

five years: Jim Hendrix — 

18,559 miles in his 2015 

XJL 

Dave Norton Mechanic of the Year, an-

nounced by Gary Schlueter: John Testrake 

Cat Bite: Chris & Terry Zerr 

Don Hill Award, announced by Jim 

& Lisa Hendrix: BJ & Steve Gissy 

Finsilver Award, announced by 

John Sippel: Matthew Johnson 

[No photo of me, yeah, I 

know. Okay, so, I recog-

nize the irony of receiving 

a participation and the 

Finsilver award and not 

attending the event at 

which they’re presented. 

Thanks, all: I am humbled 

by the Finsilver. Très 

cool. — Ed.] 

Photos: Ben Hendrix and Kelly Waite 





C 
amila Domonoske reports (for NPR 

News) that Jaguar Land Rover 

“announced [that] it would be elimi-

nating 4,500 jobs as part of a cost-cutting 

effort” (this was reported widely in nearly 

identical fashion by many news outlets). 

JLR put it a little differently:  
 

“Jaguar Land Rover, the UK’s largest 

vehicle manufacturer [Kudos for work-

ing that in with such subtlety, JLR!], to-

day outlined the next phase of ‘charge 

and accelerate’, the company’s ongoing 

transformation programme to deliver 

£2.5BN in cost reductions and cashflow 

improvements.”  
 

I am sure that delivery (to whom?) is whol-

ly comforting to those 4,500 (former) em-

ployees and their families. (“But that’s just 

business, Matthew; it’s not personal.” 

Sure, because no business decision ever 

affected anyone personally: you just keep 

on believing, kiddo — it’s really precious.) 

Anyway, JLR does manage to say it more 

directly, that it is “reducing global work-

force by around 4,500 people” and in-

cludes that “this is in addition to 1,500 

people who left the business in 2018.” (I 

have no knowledge of what circumstances 

the previous 1,500 “left the business” 

under, but I’m sure it was all totally volun-

tary.)  

 

What Ralf Speth, Tata’s Jaguar Land Rov-

er CEO, specifically said, according to Jag-

uar Land Rover itself, is that  
 

“We are taking decisive action to help 

deliver long-term growth, in the face of 

multiple geopolitical and regulatory dis-

ruptions as well as technology challeng-

es facing the automotive industry. The 

‘Charge and Accelerate’ programme 

combines efficiency measures with tar-

geted investment, safeguarding our fu-

ture and ensuring that we maximise the 

opportunities created by growing de-

mand for Autonomous, Connected, Elec-

tric and Shared technologies.” 
 

(That’s really super, Prof. Dr. Speth, espe-

cially to those merely wanting to pay the 

rent.) For those of you who are curious, 

yes, indeed, I can assure you that this is 

the same Prof. Dr. Speth who received, 

when sales were up in 2015, a “4.5-

million-pound pay and perks package” (so 

reports The Economic Times). I wonder if a 

similar penalty would be forthcoming if the 

situation were (ah, listen to me! Oh, you 

silly conditional tense! I mean now that 

the situation is) reversed. While the claim 

that the move is the “creation of a leaner, 

more resilient organisation” may be true, 

and it indeed could be to “safeguard our 

future” (our = Jaguar - 4,500), I am so 

weary of businesspeak such as this exam-

ple. [“It’s just rhetoric, Matthew.” Sure, 

sweetness, okay. But know that anytime 

anyone ever says “it’s just rhetoric,” they 

either 1) don’t understand what rhetoric is 

and does or 2) are trying to divert your 

attention from something.] I do hope the 

marketer who came up with “charge and 

accelerate” was compensated generously, 

as so sugary is the phrase that it distracts 

admirably from 4,500 stories (at the time 

of this writing, not to be found published 

on the JLR website) of folks out of work. 

 

On the same subject, Chris Bryant, writing 

for Bloomberg, opines,  
 

“Anyone who’s tried to lay off workers or 

close a car plant in Europe [because so 

many of us can totally relate] knows it’s 

not a decision to take lightly. Politicians 

and unions often make life miserable 

EDITOR’S IDLES: Matthew Johnson 



The Jaguar’s Growl January/February 2019   13 

 
for executives, and with good cause. 

When car plants close, that means the 

loss of well-paid, skilled jobs – often 

never to return.”  
 

Poor, poor executives. Might as well take 

that multi-million-dollar (pound, euro — 

whatever) severance package now, in the 

desperate hope that such a sum will tide 

you over until you get your next exec posi-

tion in a week or two. At least Bryant has 

the good taste to call the “sad truth [that] 

is … today’s staff cuts [which] are probably 

just the start for the industry” a sad truth. 

About Brexit, one of the major causes of 

the downturn in the British auto industry, 

Bryant comments,  
 

“It’s incredible that Britain is recklessly 

making things even more difficult for the 

industry by trying to crash out of an 

enormously beneficial single market and 

customs union and forcing automakers 

to develop costly contingency plans — 

both in the U.K. and elsewhere. Techno-

logical change is a reasonable cause of 

job losses; political self-harm is not.”  
 

Indeed. And that ain’t exclusive to the UK 

(you know, pulling out of economic part-

nerships foolishly designed to benefit all 

of those poor saps involved in them). 

 

Regarding the future, evidently the poten-

tial surcease of JLR, the UK’s largest vehi-

cle manufacturer, is on politicians’ minds: 

writing for Birmingham Live, Jonathan 

Walker claims in an article ominously and 

clunkily-yet-informatively titled, “Jaguar 

Land Rover Could Close in a No-deal Brex-

it, According to a Government Business 

Minister,” that “A Government Business 

Minister has warned Jaguar Land Rover 

could CLOSE if the UK leaves the EU with 

no Brexit deal” (irritating capitalization in 

the original). Maybe. In his own report, 

though, Walker actually quotes Richard 

Harrington (“a Minister in the Department 

for Business, Energy and Industrial Strate-

gy”) telling the BBC, “I'm afraid of Jaguar 

closing, Mini closing, the life sciences in-

dustry closing and all the other things.”  

 

Maybe Walker is over-interpreting? I 

mean, life sciences closing … is that even 

a thing? The closing of all the other things 

(Whoa! Impressively specific, Harrington). 

Sheesh. Heck, I fear, as many do, total 

paralysis below the neck, but I don’t really 

think I’m going to drive a 1977 Datsun 

280Z under a truck, thus sparking a frank 

conversation about euthanasia*. All that 

chanced for a “no deal Brexit?” Come 

now. Deal or no, Brexit altogether was and 

continues to be a truly terrible idea. 
 

<npr.org> 

<jaguarlandrover.com> 

<economictimes.indiatimes.com> 

<bloomberg.com> 

<birminghammail.co.uk> 
 

 

* No? Okay, how about, “I fear, as many do, dying in a car accident, but I don’t really think that I’m going to, while singing show tunes and knocking over a stack of 

CDs, drive my just-purchased 1990 BMW 325i Cabrio into a Bus as I swerve into oncoming traffic, thus forcing me to reflect on the role that fear has played in my 

entire life to that point.” Hmm … also no? Woof: tough room. But, yeah, you’re probably right: these are pretty out there. But each is no more a stretch than frickin’ 

life sciences and all of the other things closing if a Brexit deal can’t be reached! 

https://www.npr.org/2019/01/10/683917075/ford-cutting-jobs-in-europe-moving-away-from-less-profitable-vehicles
https://www.jaguarlandrover.com/news/2019/01/jaguar-land-rover-implements-next-phase-transformation-programme
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/company/corporate-trends/tatas-jaguar-land-rover-ceo-ralf-speth-earns-4-5-million-pounds-on-back-of-high-sales/articleshow/48731965.cms
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2019-01-10/ford-and-jaguar-land-rover-job-cuts-are-just-the-start
https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/news/midlands-news/jaguar-land-rover-could-close-15709811


Receive Your Growl Online 
 

Sharper Pictures and Full Color 
 

Navigating to the online version of The Growl is simple.  Just go to 

<www.jagstl.com>.   

 

You’ll find this Growl and the Growl archives under the menu “The Club” and 

then (appropriately), “The Growl.”  You will need Adobe Acrobat Reader or a 

browser plugin (free). For a color hardcopy, just print it out. 

 

Why not go completely digital?  You can “opt out” of the mailed copy of The 

Growl.   

 

Just email Matthew at <matthewthegrowl@charter.net> and you’ll receive an 

email every month with the PDF file attached. No extra charge! 

http://www.jagstl.com/


11714 ST. CHARLES ROCK RDST. LOUISMO63044 
Intersection of Hwy70 and St Charles Rock Road 1 mile west of the airport  

CONTACT JEFF AT: 314.348.5774 or JEFF@ITSALIVEAUTO.COM 

VISIT US AT <ITSALIVEAUTO.COM> 

WE BUY, SELL, RESTORE & REPAIR CLASSIC  
EUROPEAN SPORTS CARS & MUSCLE CARS 

 
• FROM SIMPLE REPAIRS to ROTISSERIE RESTORATIONS 
 
• STATE-OF-THE-ART EQUIPMENT & OVER 70 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
 
• AFFORDABLE RATES ($55.00/HR BODY & $65.00/HR MECHANICAL) 
 
• CONVENIENT PICKUP & DELIVERY 
 
•  EXTENSIVE RUST REPAIR & FABRICATION 

Have a classic car you want restored?  For your convenience, 
we’ll come to you and transport your car with our rollback! 

CONVENIENCE—VALUE—QUALITY—RESPECT  

mailto:jeff@itsaliveauto.com
https://www.itsaliveauto.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ItsAliveAuto/


First tag. (Please print your name clearly, as this is what will  

appear on your name tag). 

Second tag. (Please print your name clearly, as this is what will 

appear on your name tag).   

Third tag. (Please print your name clearly, as this is what will  

appear on your name tag).  

Name: 

 

Spouse: 

 

Address: 

 

City: 

 

Phone #s  

 

Email: 

Member benefits: 

 

• Attend social events 

• Attend the annual "dinner gala" 

• Celebrate JAGSL at its birthday party 

• Join us for monthly events (shows, drives, meals, other get-

togethers) 

• Enter your Jaguar in local, regional and national Concours 

d’Elegance competitions (or don't enter a car ... just attend 

the shows!) 

• Attend other local car shows and automotive events 

• Embark on road rallies 

• Learn from experts in tech sessions 

• Earn points by attending activities and hosting events -- good 

for prizes each year 

• Receive the monthly club newsletter, The Jaguar's Growl 

(print & digital) 

• Become a member of the Jaguar Clubs of North America 

(JCNA) 

• Receive a subscription to JCNA's bi-monthly magazine, Jaguar 

Journal 

• Receive significant discounts on new Jaguars (no kidding!) 

• And, best of all, experience camaraderie with great, fun-

loving, automotive enthusiasts! 

 

Consider ... you do not need to own a Jaguar to join JAGSL: the 

club welcomes all Jaguar enthusiasts! 

  

 

If you would like to purchase a JAGSL name tag, please complete this order form and mail it with a check, made payable to Gary Schlueter, 

for $15.00 for each tag delivered in person at the next JAGSL event. If you wish to have the tag(s) mailed to you, please contact Gary before 

sending a check to determine additional amount due for shipping. (You can contact Gary at 314.606.0025.) 
 

Gary Schlueter, 840 Rambling Pine Drive, St. Charles, MO 63303 

APPLICATION FOR JAGSL/JCNA MEMBERSHIP 

Membership fees: 

$63 per year for an individual membership 

$68 per year for a membership including partner (carries an additional vote) 

$32 for partial membership when applying after June 1st 

$23 for young enthusiast membership, up to age 25 ($11 after June 1st) 

We look forward to your support and participation.  

Note:  Single membership carries 1 vote (add $5 for additional vote). 

 

Make checks payable to JAGSL and send to:  

Diana Schlueter 

JAGSL Membership Chair 

840 Rambling Pine Drive, St. Charles, MO  63303 

636.477.1763 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

________________ State: ____________ Zip: ____________ 

 

Home: __________________ Mobile: ___________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

Jaguars owned (optional): _____________________________________ 

 

                                            _____________________________________ 

 

                                            _____________________________________ 

 

Referred by (optional):      _____________________________________ 

JAGSL NAME TAG ORDER FORM 

Total enclosed ($10 x # of tags = $) 

(+ shipping, if applicable) 

 

$ ____________________________ 

First tag clasp: 

 

Pin:      

 

Magnet: 

Second tag clasp: 

 

Pin:      

 

Magnet: 

Third tag clasp: 

 

Pin:      

 

Magnet: 



The Jaguar’s Growl 

c/o Diana Schlueter 

JAGSL Secretary 

840 Rambling Pine Drive 

St. Charles, MO 63303 

Are you sitting comfortably? 

As winter is upon us, your beloved Jaguar will probably see less of 
the salted highway and more of the inside of a garage. This fallow 
period could be a good time to give the interior a little bit of TLC. 
Any dirt in the grain of the leather seats and door cards can pro-
mote mould growth, so take the opportunity to give all leather areas 
a good clean with a proprietary cleaner such as Gliptone, CH5002. 
Once the leather has been cleaned, it will need treating with a good 
quality hide food: CH5001 will keep the leather soft. Give the treat-
ment plenty of time to soak in. The treatment, if carried out on a 
regular basis will prevent drying out and cracking, so the hide will 
stay looking (and smelling) like new and extend its life by many 
years. For more information please call our sales team on +44 (1) 
746 765432 or click onto our website at www.sngbarratt.com. Keep-
ing your Jaguar on the road…in comfort! 

http://www.sngbarratt.com

