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Advert is ing Pol ic ies  

To promote, foster, and encourage a spirit of mutual  
interest among enthusiasts of Jaguar automobiles. 

S ummer is 

quickly 

passing, and 

we begin to 

focus on the 

end of the 

season. I 

always know 

that once the JAGSL birthday party is 

over, we are on the home stretch. 

 

The JAGSL birthday party was held at 

Glen Echo Country Club in north St. 

Louis County. There aren’t too many 

other places as picturesque as Glen 

Echo, especially when a line of Jaguars 

is parked in front of the clubhouse. A 

slight reprieve from the excessive heat 

allowed for a great showing from our 

Club. With a nice buffet, the gathering 

was a great success. We polished off 

the meal with the traditional JAGSL 

birthday cake adorned with a beautiful 

vintage XK print. Tom Loew brought 

the event to a close with raffle items. 

From Jaguar books to car washes, it 

was a great surprise to have a chance 

to receive one of these items. Thanks 

goes to Terry & Jeanne Carmack and 

Tom Loew & Charlotte Bukowski, who 

hosted the event, and a special thanks 

goes to Bob Herold who sponsored the 

event at Glen Echo.   

There are a few outside events in the 

month of August: Wisconsin Jaguars 

Ltd. will be having their Concours in 

Veterans Park, Milwaukee. It would be 

a great way to avoid the “Dog Days” of 

summer in St. Louis. Cars & Coffee will 

be back at Westport Plaza on August 

17th. Hopefully, we will have good 

weather and a good showing from our 

group. Always good to check on Face-

book to see who’s coming to the event. 

 

Looking forward to September, Gary & 

Diana Schlueter will head up our effort 

for the All British Car & Cycle Show. 

This is always a great event at Creve 

Coeur Lake. The event starts at 

9:00am on September 21st. Hope to 

see you all at this gathering. 

 

As always, please feel free to contact 

me with any updates or last-minute 

calendar additions. I look forward to 

seeing you all in the coming months. 

Now I better get back to cleaning my 

XKR: JAGSL’s Concours is coming 

soon. 

 

A Jaguar gets better the longer you’re 

in it. 

 

John Sippel, President 

All material for inclusion in The Jaguar’s Growl must be submitted no 
later than the 15th of the month preceding publication. The 
Editor reserves the right to edit all material submitted. The Jaguar Asso-
ciation of Greater St. Louis, its officers, directors, and the Editor of The 
Jaguar’s Growl expressly disclaim any warranty or endorsement for any 
of the services or products contained in any advertisement or mentioned 
in any article. The opinions expressed by contributors are their own and 
not necessarily those of the Jaguar Association of Greater St. Louis, its 
officers, directors, or the Editor of this publication.  

President 
Vice-President  

Treasurer  
Secretary/Membership  

John Sippel  
Terry Zerr 
Terry Carmack 
Diana Schlueter 
636.477.1763 

Term expires 2019  
 

Todd Dillon - Jim Hendrix - Lisa Hendrix 
 

Term expires 2020  
 

Tom Loew - Gary Schlueter - Kelly Waite 
 

Term expires 2021  
 

Bob Herold - John Testrake - Jim Atkinson 

◊   Offic e rs   ◊  

◊   B o ar d o f  Direc t or s   ◊  

On the web:  <www.jagstl.com/> 
 

To join: <www.jagstl.com/the-club/memberapp> 

Head Point Tabulator 
2019 Concours Chairs 

 
Chief Mechanic 

Chief Judges 
 

Historian 
Advertising Manager 

Webmaster 

Chris Zerr 
Allan Ellis 
Lisa Hendrix 
Gary Schlueter 
Jim Hendrix 
John Testrake 
Gary Schlueter 
Tom Loew 
John Sippel 

◊   Or ga niz at io n R ol e s  ◊  

◊   E dit o r  ◊  
 

Matthew Johnson  
<matthewthegrowl@charter.net>  

 

Circulation Manager  
Allan  El l is  

 

Printing 
Kwik Kopy Printing - Chesterfield, Missouri 

All submissions to The Jaguar’s Growl must be in a form 
suitable for reprint; .jpg for photographs; eps., .tif, .gif, 
or .png for illustrations.  Or high quality .pdf files.  

Facebook, Website, and email (.pdf) versions of the Growl are in full color.  
Print color ads are available — please contact the Advertising Manager, 
Tom Loew <big.cat92@hotmail.com>. 

 Bus. Card ¼ Page ½ Page Full Page ______ 
 

6 months $24.00 $56.00 $97.00 $188.00   (6 issues) 
12 months $49.00 $111.00 $194.00 $375.00   (10 issues) 

Classified ads: free to JAGSL members for a consecutive, 
three-issue run. Not a member? Become one (see above). 

It's not an S.S. I or S.S. II; it's not in Fo-

leshill, Coventry, UK; and it wasn't even 

bodied by Swallow Coachbuilding Co. 

However, Bob Herold's 1957 XK140 

looks spectacular at LeStable under that 

nostalgic sign. Andre Stunson’s photo 

had all the makings of a solid August 

Growl cover. [‘Twas a timely submission, 

too, for you were all, dear Growl-readers, 

dangerously close to getting a 

Volkswagen on the cover, as I needed 

the one other cover-worthy — albeit land-

scape oriented — Jaguar photograph 

submitted this month for the birthday 

write-up page (see page 8).] 

 

Here, a couple o’ E-types grace LeSta-

ble’s garage, a spectacular sight … and a 

welcome one, for  there have been quite 

a few Porsches and Mercedes-Benzes 

over there as of late …    

 

 

(Photos: Andre Stunson) 

On the  Cover . . .  
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P hil will be racing his 1964 E-type Coupe and will need pit 

crew help as well as people to cheer him on! You can also 

sign up to drive your car on the track dur-

ing lunch time, which will be a thrilling 

experience. You will witness Vintage Rac-

ing at its finest at the premier road course 

in all North America.  
 

More than 400 cars are expected on the 

track in eleven or more different race 

groups. Racing is Friday through Sunday. 

Come up and stay for one or two nights. 

This year the Vintage Festival will cele-

brate Ford Motor Racing. Paul Page, the 

voice of the Indianapolis 500, is the hon-

ored guest for the weekend. Besides the 

normal 300 vintage race cars at this 

event, 200 additional vintage, Ford-

powered cars are expected from all over 

the world. Saturday afternoon is special in downtown Elkhart 

Lake. Race cars and street cars will re-enact the historic race 

course through the town with the finish line on Lake Street. 

There is a wonderful car and motorcycle display that all will en-

joy, the “Gathering on the Green” Concours on the grounds of 

the Osthoff. Friday is practice and qualify-

ing, with Saturday being all featured races 

and the historic cup races on Sunday. 
 

No RSVP is needed — just let Phil know if 

you are coming and he can add you as a 

pit crew member which will make your en-

trance fee substantially cheaper. 
 

Rooms are really tight as this is a big 

event. I have a block of rooms twelve miles 

from the track at the HarborWinds Hotel 

(905 South 8th Street / Sheboygan, WI / 

920.452.9000). Rooms are $89 per night 

+ tax and are under the group name, TAX-

MAN RACING TEAM. Block is being held till 

9/1/2019. 
 

--JIM HENDRIX & PHIL TAXMAN ❑ 
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Month When? What? Where? By Whom? 

JANUARY  26th 

6:30p 

Annual Awards Dinner @ Deer Creek Club 

9861 Deer Creek Hill / St. Louis, MO 63124 

Kelly & Sally Waite /  

Ben & Jen Hendrix 

FEBRUARY  23rd  

8:00a 

Coffee, Coffee, & Cars @ JustJags, LLC 

7113 N Hanley Rd. / Hazelwood, MO 63042 

Bob Herold 

MARCH  16th 

8:30a 

Tour to Elephant Rock State Park & High Valley Angus Ranch 
Starts at St. Louis Bread Co. 9920 Kennerly Rd. / St. Louis, MO 63128 

Phil Taxman / Jim Hendrix 

 

23rd  

8:00a 

Coffee, Coffee, & Cars @ JustJags, LLC 

7113 N Hanley Rd. / Hazelwood, MO 63042 

Bob Herold 

APRIL  20th 

11:00a 

Judges’ Training @ Hyman Ltd. 

2310 Chaffee Drive, St. Louis, MO 63146 

Jim Hendrix / John Testrake 

 27th 

9:00a 

R&R Ranch Tour & Lunch at The Hawthorne Inn 

Hawthorne Inn: 123 Front St. / Labadie, MO 63055  

John Sippel / Terry Zerr 

MAY 25th 

9:00a 

Garage Tour & Driving Event -- Horses, Horses, and More Horses! 

Starts at McDonald’s 2144 W Terra Ln. / O’Fallon, MO 63366 

Kelly Waite / Steve Gissy 

JUNE  2nd  

11:00a 

St. Louis European Auto Show <stleuropeanautoshow.com> 

17057 N Outer 40 Rd, Chesterfield, Missouri 63005 

 

JULY  21st 

 

JAGSL Birthday Party @ Glen Echo County Club 

3401 Lucas and Hunt Rd, St. Louis, MO 63121 

Terry & Jeanne Carmack / 

Tom Loew & Charlotte Bukowski 

SEPTEMBER 21st 

9:00a 

All British Car & Cycle Show @ Creve Coeur Lake Memorial Park 

13450 Marine Ave. / St. Louis, MO 63146 

Gary & Diana Schlueter 

OCTOBER 5th 

7:00a 

JAGSL Concours d’Elegance @ Faust Park 

15185 Olive Blvd. / Chesterfield, MO 63017 

Allan Ellis / Lisa Hendrix 

 17th 

4:30p 

Classics & Cocktails @ the Missouri Athletic Club West  

1777 Des Peres Rd. / St. Louis, MO 63131 

John Sippel 

NOVEMBER TBD JAGSL Annual Meeting John Sippel / Lisa Hendrix 

JANUARY 

2020 

11th Annual Awards Dinner @ Deer Creek Club 

9861 Deer Creek Hill / St. Louis, MO 63124 

Kelly & Sally Waite /  

Ben & Jen Hendrix 

chrome 
& 

caffeine  

31st August 2019 
9:00a-12:00p 

Gateway  
Classic Cars 

*    *    * 

Local Cars & Coffee Events: 

<carsandcoffeestl.org> 

The Growl Editor publishes event info provided 

and as requested by others. The Editor neither 

sponsors, endorses, promotes nor necessarily 

knows anything about any event. 
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Contact the hosts of individual events with any 

questions. JAGSL calendar details will be filled 

in here as they are received by the Editor. (See 

Growl publishing deadlines, pg. 3.) 

Remember, the calendar is an organic  

document: if you want to host, do so! There can 

be multiple events per month — contact a JAGSL 

officer <www.jagstl.com/contact>. 

1237 Central Park Dr, 

O'Fallon, IL 6226  

Info: 618.271.3000 

at Creve Coeur Lake Memorial Park 

9:00am — 3:30pm | 13450 Marine Ave, Maryland Heights, Missouri 63146 | <allbritishcarshow.com> 

Saturday, September 21, 2019 38th 
Annual 

The 

<www.jagstl.com> 

mailto:lhendrix@curtispack.com
http://stleuropeanautoshow.com/
http://www.jagstl.com/events/calendar-list-of-events
http://carsandcoffeestl.org/
http://carsandcoffeestl.org/
http://www.jagstl.com/contact
https://allbritishcarshow.com/registration/
http://www.jagstl.com/events/calendar-list-of-events


 

That’s C&C, as in “Caffeine & 

Chrome,” to be clear, not Cars & 

Coffee. (Because ... for some rea-

son.)  

 

Anyway, the last Saturday of eve-

ry month, Gateway Classic Cars in 

O’Fallon, IL, hosts an automotive 

gathering — with complimentary 

donuts, coffee, and self-guided 

tours of the showroom. A few 

JAGSL members have regularly 

attended, and a few not so regu-

larly. Since April, the get-

togethers have been at least driz-

zly; that month, Art & Linda 

Buechler and Ken McDade 

brought out their modern sa-

loons, which don’t mind the rain.  

 

Following quite a few sodden 

Saturdays (if you’re even remote-

ly tuned into Greater St. Louis, 

you know we’ve had rather a bit 

of water), June 29th brought a 

seriously refreshingly dry morn-

ing, and Jaguars came out to play 

(in addition to a Mercedes-Benz 

— as while water wasn’t coming 

down from the sky, the muck-

filled craters speckling the roads 

out of nowhere were not XJ6-

inviting), dragging along with 

them a few folks from JAGSL (Art 

& Linda Buechler, Allan Ellis, Mat-

thew Johnson, and Ken McDade). 

With donut and coffee in  

hand(s), it was a convenient op-

portunity to check out Gateway’s 

shiny Jag lineup, which included 

a pretty little E-type and three 

handsome XJSes — one in tradi-

tional BRG; an elegant, classy 

convertible in silvery-blue; and a 

fiery red-bodied, charcoal-

accented, not untastefully modi-

fied head-turner. 
 

<gatewayclassiccars.com> 
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For The Guardian, Jillian Ambrose writes that “the 

[UK] government has handed Jaguar Land Rover a 

£500m loan guarantee to help accelerate its pro-

gress in the global electric vehicle race” and that 

“commercial lenders” will provide “another £125m.” 

There’s an enormous effort in the UK to shift to all-

electric automobiles, a push that is seeing corpora-

tions “set up a green mobility transition board that 

will formally bring together government, industry and 

environmental groups to coordinate plans for a 

switch from traditional to electric vehicles.” There 

are even “plans for England to become the first 

country to introduce mandatory electric car charging 

points in new homes” that would use “‘smart’ charg-

ing technology [that] uses algorithms to automatical-

ly charge parked cars when electricity prices are at 

their lowest.” What’s more, Jaguar intends to “invest 

billions of pounds in building an electric version of 

the Jaguar XJ saloon.” Ambrose reports that the 

hope is to cease sales of internal combustion en-

gines by 2040, but environmental experts indicate 

that it’d be in everyone’s best, long-term interest for 

that to come to fruition a decade earlier. 
 

<theguardian.com> 

 

 

As reported in last month’s Growl (and in many other 

sources better, more in-depth, and much earlier), Ian 

Callum, chief designer at Jaguar, is stepping down 

after twenty years, to be succeeded by Julian Thom-

son. Apparently, part of the reason Callum decided 

to depart is that he wants “to start his own consul-

tancy, one that will be offering design and engineer-

ing to help create limited-run products, not all of 

which will be cars,” reports Mike Duff, writing for Car 

and Driver. The new consultancy is to be “simply 

named Callum” (we’ll trust the designs that come 

from it will be more creative). Callum told Duff that 

he has been “hugely inspired by the work Singer has 

done with air-cooled versions of the Porsche 

911” (who hasn’t?) and that he’d “like to take some 

of the cars I’ve designed and maybe redo them a 

little bit ... but ultimately I want to do something 

more than that — to work on forward-looking pro-

jects. I don’t want to be seen as just a chop 

shop.” (Little chance of that, methinks.) 
 

<caranddriver.com> 

https://www.gatewayclassiccars.com/fluid-caffeine-and-chrome
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/jul/15/jaguar-land-rover-offered-500m-loan-to-develop-electric-cars
https://www.caranddriver.com/news/a28408564/ian-callum-jaguar-auto-designer-new-company/
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You are invited to the third annual Classics & Cocktails, hosted by 

Charley Baine, and held at the Missouri Athletic Club West. Last 

year, we had a great turnout from the JAGSL group, the number of 

attendees having quadrupled from the previous year. Should be fun. 

The best part is that your car should be still clean from the Con-

cours. Please contact John Sippel with your RSVP. <jagstl.com> 

17 October 2019 
4:30p-7:00p 
 

Missouri Athletic Club West 
1777 Des Peres Rd, St. Louis, MO 63131 

 

Jim Hendrix shared an article by Donald Osborne, “An In-

spiring Future,” from Sports Car Market magazine, in which 

Osborne laments that “many people like to say, ‘The era of 

the car is over,’ or, ‘Car collecting as we’ve known it dies 

with the Baby Boomer,’ or, even worse, ‘Young people just 

don’t care about cars at all.’” These are certainly similar to 

comments we’ve all heard. Yet Osborne points out how 

easy it is to disprove such statements -- that “automotive 

museums around the world [are] being redesigned, rede-

veloped, expanded and improved,” that “fine-art museums 

enjoy[…] record attendance for automotive-related exhibi-

tions,” and there’s still no escaping the fact that cars are 

“absolutely necessary” outside of large, well-developed 

urban areas – like in Kansas, where McPherson College 

and its Automotive Restoration Program is located. Os-

borne attended the College’s alumni weekend at which he 

was invited to speak. There, he met Graham Eidemiller, a 

senior at the time, who drives -- and has “perform[ed] a 

rolling restoration” on -- a 1941 Graham Hollywood sedan, 

which in part inspired Osborne’s article: because, as he 

makes clear, in “flyover country” -- also America’s 

“heartland” (which includes the Midwest) -- “the future of 

collector cars lives and breathes.” Have you looked at the 

various cars and coffee events and small club events in 

our area? Have you perused Mark Morgan’s always packed 

Gateway Relay, from the St. Louis Sports Car Council? Os-

borne reports healthy car culture in Kansas. We can report 

similarly strong interest at the Illinois-Missouri border. 

<stlscc.org> 

 

Daniel Golson, writing for Car 

and Driver, reports that 

“Jaguar has confirmed that it 

will make a large J-Pace 

SUV.” It’d apparently com-

pete with the BMW X5 and 

Porsche Cayenne. Yay. (The 

period, rather than the excla-

mation point that usually 

accompanies such a cheer 

makes clear that that “yay” is 

supposed to be delivered 

really, really sarcastically, 

right? Good.) Apparently, the 

J-Pace is to “use the brand’s 

new inline-six engine.” That’s 

cool (because Jaguar inline-

six ...), but other than that …  

 

Golson also mentions that 

Jaguar may be developing 

“‘considerably less expensive 

“baby Jags”’ that could be 

called the A-Pace or B-Pace.” 

These would be classed with 

the Kia Soul. Great. (By 

which I mean, “great.”) 

 

<caranddriver.com> 

http://www.jagstl.com/contact/12-officers/21-john-sippel
http://www.stlscc.org/relay.html
https://www.caranddriver.com/news/a28481321/jaguar-j-pace-suv-next-gen-xe-f-type/
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C 
lose to fifty club members and guests enjoyed a 

great buffet lunch and brief meeting at Glen 

Echo Country Club on Sunday, July 21. As he has 

for many years, Bob Herold arranged for us to use the 

Club for this annual event. Due to the dry weather, 

members were allowed to park their Jaguars on the 

lawn outside the clubhouse, and due to the selection of 

the room where the lunch was held, the cars were easi-

ly visible just outside.   

  

Many members received attendance prizes in the form 

of books on Jaguars and other car topics donated by 

former members Pat Mizerany and Pat Rich, who were 

present at the lunch. John Sippel, JAGSL President, 

reviewed planned events for the remainder of the year, 

and reports were provided by Diana Schlueter about 

the All-British Car & Cycle Show in September, and Lisa 

Hendrix about the October Concours. Lisa even offered 

$5 discounts to members who signed up for the Con-

cours then and there – and got some takers. 

  

Much thanks to all who came (from as far away as Tex-

as!) and to Bob Herold, the Glen Echo staff, and Pat 

Rich and Pat Mizerany – for making the event memora-

ble. Club hosts were Tom Loew & Charlotte Bukowski 

and Terry & Jeanne Carmack. 

 

--TERRY CARMACK ❑ 

ATTENDEES and JAGS DRIVEN 

 

Charlotte Bukowski & 

Tom Loew (XJS) 

Jeanne & Terry Carmack 

Nancy & Ray Corry  

and guest (XJ8) 

Jim Dougherty 

Bob & Joyce Fry (F-PACE) 

Cass Funkhauser & 

Jim Hartig (XK8) 

BJ & Steve Gissy 

Brandon Gray (XK8) 

Richard Harr & Karen Miller 

Ben Hendrix and daughter 

Jim & Lisa Hendrix (F-PACE) 

Bob Herold  

and guest (F-TYPE) 

Mark Herzog 

Brandon Hibbs (XJS) 

Ben & June Hilliker (X-Type) 

Celia & Jeff Homsher 

Mitch & Pat Mitchell 

Pat Rich 

Diana & Gary Schlueter 

John & Meg Sippel (XKR) 

Jane & Robert Stelfox (E-type) 

Emily & John Testrake (XJ12L) 

Dorothy & Ray Unger 

Kelly & Sally Waite (XJ6C) 

Chris & Terry Zerr  

Photos: Jeanne Carmack 

John & Emily Testrake’s stately and beautiful ‘74 

XJ12L, keenly captured by Brandon Gray 



Need a room? We have contracted with the Dru-
ry Plaza Hotel St. Louis Chesterfield to ac-
commodate your lodging needs. You can call 1-
800-325-0720 to make your arrangements or 
reserve online at <www.druryhotels.com>. Make 
sure to refer to the group number, 2372660 , so 
you can get the rate of $124.99 (plus tax) per 
night. The cutoff date for reservations is Monday, 
September 2, 2019. A free hot breakfast from 
7:00-10:00 am on weekends is included along 
with free evening drinks and snacks from 5:30-
7:00 pm. Wi-Fi is available throughout the hotel.  
 
On Friday, October 4, JAGSL will host a Meet 
‘n’ Greet from 6:00-8:00 pm at Prolevel RC, 230 
Chesterfield Mall, Chesterfield, Missouri 63017. 
 
Prolevel RC is a remote control car racing track 
in Chesterfield Mall. It’s just a short walk from 
the Drury. We’ll have all 11,000 square feet to 
ourselves. Drinks and snacks will be provided 
along with a chance to try your hand at racing a 
car on the ninety-foot long track. 
 
Faust Park, at 15185 Olive Boulevard, Chester-
field, MO 63017, will again be the site for this 
year’s concours on Saturday, October 5. Just 
down the street from the Drury, cars will be 
placed on the field between 7:00 & 9:00 am. 
Lunch will be served from 11:15 am until noon 
along with the Judges’ meeting. Judging begins 
at noon and will continue until 3:30 pm, if neces-
sary. Trailer parking will be provided at the park. 
 
The awards banquet this year will be held at 
Topgolf St. Louis, 16851 N Outer 40 Rd, Ches-
terfield, MO 63005 on Saturday night, October 
5 from 6:00-10:00 pm. We’ll have a premium 
menu that includes oven-roasted chicken breast 
and prime rib. Onsite, private parking has also 
been secured. We’ve also scheduled some time 
for driving a few golf balls before the evening 
ends! 
 

FUN AT FAUST: SCHEDULE 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2019 
Noon to 5:30 PM  

Car washing at the Drury 
 

6:00 to 8:00 PM 
Meet ‘n’ Greet & Registration 

ProLevel RC  
at 230 Chesterfield Mall 

 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2019 

7:00 to 9:00 AM  
Place cars on the field 

11:15 AM to Noon 
Judges’ meeting and lunch 

Noon to 3:30 PM 
Hands off—judging begins 

6:00 to 10:00 PM 

FUN AT FAUST: CONCOURS 

This year’s event 
sponsor is ... 
 

It’s Alive!  
Automotive  

 
… owned by 
JAGSL member 
Jeff Homsher.  
Jeff loves all 
things automotive but has 
a special place in his heart for Jaguars.  
Several club members have taken their 
Jags to Jeff for everything from routine 
maintenance to complete repaints. 
 
It’s Alive! Automotive is located at 
11714 St. Charles Rock Road at the in-
tersection of the St. Charles Rock Road 
and I-70 just one mile west of the air-
port. Call Jeff at 314.348.5774 or visit the 
It’s Alive website at 
 

<ITSALIVEAUTO.COM> 

FUN AT FAUST:  SPONSORS  

You are invited to attend the annual   

Concours d’Elegance  
JAGUAR ASSOCIATION OF GREATER ST. LOUIS 

Special thanks to Bonjour Stunson, of LeStable Exotic Automobile Service and Restoration (618.288.5423) for his dash plaque 

design. And much appreciation to Plaza Jaguar St. Louis (314.485.4795) for their continued support of JAGSL throughout the year.  
The Jaguar’s Growl August 2019   9 
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G 
iven that no interest whatsoever in my “(An Un-

planned) Long-term Road Test: Four-door (Saloon) 

Edition,” published in the Jan/Feb 2018 Growl, was 

expressed, I thought I’d offer another road test along simi-

lar lines, of a 2019 Mitsubishi Outlander. Last year, I re-

viewed the 2017 Ford Focus and Toyota Corolla having 

launched no serious criticism at either vehicle, determining 

that “they were both, you know, ‘nice’” that “they were, you 

know, ‘good’” and that it was “just as the experience with a 

practical, 2017, mid-range Toyota or Ford should be. You 

know, ‘fine.’” The real takeaway was the surprising and gen-

uine excitement that driving a 1994 Honda Accord with a 

manual transmission elicits after cruising 2000 miles in a 

Focorolla. For this review, I’m going to start with the conclu-

sion: a 2019 Mitsubishi Outlander with 7,000 miles on the 

clock feels pretty much like a 2017 Focorolla did last year 

for everyday driving. It’s, you know, “fine.” It’s just taller. 

 

Hmm. Perhaps this strikes you as a puzzling conclusion 

given what Mitsubishi says on its website, proudly exclaim-

ing that the “2019 Mitsubishi Outlander remains a stand-

out.” The comment precedes a link to the Kelly Blue Book 

review, which offers some clarification: “The Mitsubishi Out-

lander doesn’t always get the attention of other SUVs in its 

segment, but there is one aspect where it stands above the 

rest” – the “5-year ownership cost.” Ah! Got it. So, the 

Mitsubishi is a standout due to ownership cost … and nothing 

else. Hmm. That says even less about the other SUVs “in its seg-

ment,” eh? But I (thankfully) didn’t have the opportunity to drive 

the others. 

 

The SUV’s dullness is subtly emphasized on the Mitsubishi web-

site under the heading “Room for 

Fun and Everyone.” In this section, 

the manufacturer claims that  

 

“the 2019 Outlander has standard 

third-row seating for family, 

friends, and everything in-

between. Need more room? Fold 

down the second and third row 

seats for space that fits your 

needs.”  

 

What Mitsubishi means by 

“everything in-between family 

and friends” is anyone’s 

guess. What that may indicate 

about the company’s percep-

tion of your family or friends 

… well, I’ll leave to your imag-

ination. But I will say that the 

description is accurate oth-

erwise: there’s quite a lot of 

room (especially for two 

people). So, like … what 

about the fun mentioned? 

Mitsubishi’s lack of further 

comment must mean that any fun 

one wants to have has to be brought to the car, not pro-

vided by it. Just like the Focorolla! That’s okay. Frankly, I appreci-

ate Mitsubishi’s admission-by-omission here that the Outlander 

isn’t any fun; see, that’s very unlike Nissan, which stresses the 

“joy of driving” the new Altima in the same breath as praising all 

of its “driver assistance” technology (as a result of that juxtapo-

sition, Nissan must really mean the joy of sitting.) 

 

Mitsubishi is only slightly less accurate when it describes, under 

“Stay Connected,” the Outlander’s  

 

“7-inch Smartphone Link Display Audio [which] makes 

switching playlists, getting directions, and safely accessing 

apps with Apple CarPlay™ and Android Auto™ simple. All it 

takes is a tap.” 

 

In practice, it takes multiple taps. But whatever. The menus are 

as easy to navigate as Mitsubishi claims, ease that would not be 

enhanced by sitting, motionless, on a couch in a living room or 

at the kitchen table. Correct, Mitsubishi, regarding simplicity. 

However, safety would be radically increased in the aforemen-

tioned stationary settings. Yikes -- all of those multiple taps ne-

cessitate that one’s eyes be not on the road. I had a passenger 

with me to do all the infotainment system navigation; had I been 

by myself, I would have left it off. (Now, before you go all ac-

cusin’ this aging curmudgeon of some lack of techy know-how – 

that ain’t it; rather, these systems – and the Outlander is one 

among many – just aren’t safe). And I can’t help but wonder how 

many other “drivers”* would make the same decision that I did 

SUV Edition 
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* I’m using scare quotes because “driver” and “driving” are apt for most of what those peo-

ple on the roads are and do. I’ll use the italicized driver and driving for what we all should be 

doing out there. The un-scare-quoted, non-italic term has become meaningless, much like 

the word “important” stamped liberally on envelopes that you’ll find in your mailbox. 

to ignore the infotainment system altogether. “Stay connected” 

indeed, but it’ll be to something other than the road, I fear. (Or 

maybe for $25,000+, Mitsubishi is assuming all Outlander driv-

ers would exclusively have voice-

activated devices to interface?) I 

am convinced now that auto 

companies’ emphasis on info-

tainment systems concurrent 

with equal emphasis on safety 

features is no coincidence. The 

2017 Focorolla had no such 

system, and it was better for it. 

 

Perhaps it was the trim level 

that netted the 7” Smartphone 

Link Display Audio? The Outland-

er I drove was … oh, who cares: 

it was a trim level. See, if I’m 

comparing the Outlander to the 

Focus and the Corolla and not actually seeing much difference 

in the “driving” experiences, then trim level, when it comes to 

actual daily “driving,” seems pretty irrelevant. 

 

Well, Matthew, if you didn’t need the space and didn’t want the 

luxury, then why did you rent an SUV, anyway? Ah – that’s a 

good question. See, I wanted an “intermediate sedan” (like a 

Focus or Corolla), but a “full size sedan” (like a Fusion) was 

cheaper. Nope, I don’t understand that, either, but, heck, for 

sixteen hours and 2000 miles, a little extra leg room for a little 

less money sounded just 

fine. And when I picked up 

the vehicle, Enterprise 

asked if the Outlander (at 

no extra charge) was al-

right, and I said, “Alright.” 

Thus, Outlander. (Nope, I 

don’t understand that, ei-

ther, as the SUV is a couple 

o’ hundred dollars more 

than the full-size sedan for 

the same period of time. 

Weird. Or else you know 

something I don’t.) I also 

liked the Quartz Brown Me-

tallic … because Quartz 

Brown Metallic is not white, black, or gray. In addition, as it turns 

out, the Outlander got a bit better than the 25/30 MPG adver-

tised by the manufacturer. And I found the “See you” with which 

the vehicle closed each excursion kinda charming.  

 

But the takeaway is again that a twenty-five-year-old Honda Ac-

cord with a manual transmission is way more enlivening to drive 

than a contemporary Focorollander. It’s just that this time, the 

conclusion isn’t in any way surprising.  ❑ 

<mitsubishicars.com> 

<kbb.com> 

https://www.mitsubishicars.com/outlander/2019
https://www.kbb.com/new-cars/5-year-cost-to-own-awards/best-cto-mid-size-suv-crossover-3-row/


EDITOR’S IDLES: Matthew Johnson 
 “Complete except for  

engine and transmission” 
read a classified ad that I glanced at for a 

Porsche. Okay, listen. 

 

My doctor gave me a clean bill of health, 

except for my heart and lungs. Hey, Mom, I 

got all A’s on my report card except for 

one C and one D. Honey, I have everything 

I need to make chicken soup for dinner 

tonight, but I’ll need to make a store-run 

for chicken and stock. Sure, boss, we can 

meet — my schedule is wide open this 

week save for Wednesday and Thursday, 

and, of course, the weekend. Your Honor, 

we find the defendant not guilty aside 

from two of the indictments. I’m a vegetar-

ian, although I’ll eat poultry and pork. Your 

new home is move-in ready, but the instal-

lation of the plumbing and electrical sys-

tems won’t be done for another four to six 

weeks. For purposes of planning, the 

weather report says that it will be sunny 

and clear today apart from the rain and 

hail. “Sorry for the wait — the kitchen is a 

little slow today; your food will be out in a 

minute except for your burger and fries.” I 

am blessed that I’ve never broken a bone, 

excluding the time I shattered my pelvis, 

and that other incident when I fell and 

broke my leg. It was terrifying, I can tell 

you, and I tear up just thinking about it: we 

were totally trapped by the cave-in, except-

ing, of course, for the two egress points. I 

found all the puzzle pieces, so it isn’t a 

problem, but a corner piece and a straight-

edge are still missing. My asking price is 

higher because it’s a numbers-matching 

example except for its chassis and gear-

box. The last century saw a world living in 

peace and harmony, save for all the war. 

Mercifully, everyone survived the crash 

except for the passengers.  

 

How, pray tell, was the play otherwise, 

Mrs. Lincoln? 
 

 
 

Complete except for the 

windshield – sure.  

 

Complete 

except for 

the front 

seats – 

okay.  

Complete except for the radio, passenger 

side door card, one headlight, the tachom-

eter, the trunk lining, the original spare 

wheel, the antenna, two chrome trim piec-

es on the driver’s side, the rear seat head-

rests, one taillight lens, and the heater 

control knob – stretching it, but I wouldn’t 

have written an editorial.   

 

But “complete except for engine and 

transmission?” 

 

 
 

Tell you what. I’ll buy your Porsche and I’m 

prepared to offer you your asking price 

except for 65% of the dollars. Deal?  ❑ 
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Receive Your Growl Online 
 

Sharper Pictures and Full Color 
 

Navigating to the online version of The Growl is simple.  Just go to 

<www.jagstl.com>.   

 

You’ll find this Growl and the Growl archives under the menu “The Club” and 

then (appropriately), “The Growl.”  You will need Adobe Acrobat Reader or a 

browser plugin (free). For a color hardcopy, just print it out. 

 

Why not go completely digital?  You can “opt out” of the mailed copy of The 

Growl.   

 

Just email Matthew at <matthewthegrowl@charter.net> and you’ll receive an 

email every month with the PDF file attached. No extra charge! 

http://www.jagstl.com/


11714 ST. CHARLES ROCK RDST. LOUISMO63044 
Intersection of Hwy70 and St Charles Rock Road 1 mile west of the airport  

CONTACT JEFF AT: 314.348.5774 or JEFF@ITSALIVEAUTO.COM 

VISIT US AT <ITSALIVEAUTO.COM> 

WE BUY, SELL, RESTORE & REPAIR CLASSIC  
EUROPEAN SPORTS CARS & MUSCLE CARS 

 
• FROM SIMPLE REPAIRS to ROTISSERIE RESTORATIONS 
 
• STATE-OF-THE-ART EQUIPMENT & OVER 70 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
 
• AFFORDABLE RATES ($55.00/HR BODY & $65.00/HR MECHANICAL) 
 
• CONVENIENT PICKUP & DELIVERY 
 
•  EXTENSIVE RUST REPAIR & FABRICATION 

Have a classic car you want restored?  For your convenience, 
we’ll come to you and transport your car with our rollback! 

CONVENIENCE—VALUE—QUALITY—RESPECT  

mailto:jeff@itsaliveauto.com
https://www.itsaliveauto.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ItsAliveAuto/


First tag. (Please print your name clearly, as this is what will  

appear on your name tag). 

Second tag. (Please print your name clearly, as this is what will 

appear on your name tag).   

Third tag. (Please print your name clearly, as this is what will  

appear on your name tag).  

Name: 

 

Spouse: 

 

Address: 

 

City: 

 

Phone #s  

 

Email: 

Member benefits: 

 

• Attend social events 

• Attend the annual "dinner gala" 

• Celebrate JAGSL at its birthday party 

• Join us for monthly events (shows, drives, meals, other get-

togethers) 

• Enter your Jaguar in local, regional and national Concours 

d’Elegance competitions (or don't enter a car ... just attend 

the shows!) 

• Attend other local car shows and automotive events 

• Embark on road rallies 

• Learn from experts in tech sessions 

• Earn points by attending activities and hosting events -- good 

for prizes each year 

• Receive the monthly club newsletter, The Jaguar's Growl 

(print & digital) 

• Become a member of the Jaguar Clubs of North America 

(JCNA) 

• Receive a subscription to JCNA's bi-monthly magazine, Jaguar 

Journal 

• Receive significant discounts on new Jaguars (no kidding!) 

• And, best of all, experience camaraderie with great, fun-

loving, automotive enthusiasts! 

 

Consider ... you do not need to own a Jaguar to join JAGSL: the 

club welcomes all Jaguar enthusiasts! 

  

 

If you would like to purchase a JAGSL name tag, please complete this order form and mail it with a check, made payable to Gary Schlueter, 

for $15.00 for each tag delivered in person at the next JAGSL event. If you wish to have the tag(s) mailed to you, please contact Gary before 

sending a check to determine additional amount due for shipping. (You can contact Gary at 314.606.0025.) 
 

Gary Schlueter, 840 Rambling Pine Drive, St. Charles, MO 63303 

APPLICATION FOR JAGSL/JCNA MEMBERSHIP 

Membership fees: 

$63 per year for an individual membership 

$68 per year for a membership including partner (carries an additional vote) 

$32 for partial membership when applying after June 1st 

$23 for young enthusiast membership, up to age 25 ($11 after June 1st) 

We look forward to your support and participation.  

Note:  Single membership carries 1 vote (add $5 for additional vote). 

 

Make checks payable to JAGSL and send to:  

Diana Schlueter 

JAGSL Membership Chair 

840 Rambling Pine Drive, St. Charles, MO  63303 

636.477.1763 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

________________ State: ____________ Zip: ____________ 

 

Home: __________________ Mobile: ___________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

Jaguars owned (optional): _____________________________________ 

 

                                            _____________________________________ 

 

                                            _____________________________________ 

 

Referred by (optional):      _____________________________________ 

JAGSL NAME TAG ORDER FORM 

Total enclosed ($15 x # of tags = $) 

(+ shipping, if applicable) 

 

$ ____________________________ 

First tag clasp: 

 

Pin:      

 

Magnet: 

Second tag clasp: 

 

Pin:      

 

Magnet: 

Third tag clasp: 

 

Pin:      

 

Magnet: 
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JAGSL Secretary 

840 Rambling Pine Drive 

St. Charles, MO 63303 


