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To promote, foster, and encourage a spirit of mutual  
interest among enthusiasts of Jaguar automobiles. 

T his 

seemed 

like a very 

long winter. 

While we 

were able to get through all of our ac-

tivities, the winter months made it 

challenging this year. (Cathy and 

Marsh must be happy to hear about 

our poor weather, as they were gone 

during this time.) We had snow on the 

ground more days than not. Our annu-

al dinner needed to be rescheduled, 

the first time ever due to a blizzard. 

We persevered the winter months and 

now turn our focus to some of the best 

months of the year. 
 

We recently completed the March 

rallye held by Phil Taxman and Jim 

Hendrix. First and foremost, a HUGE 

thank you to both gentlemen for put-

ting together another stellar road trip. 

We started with a few other car clubs 

at the St. Louis Bread Company in 

South County. The route to Elephant 

Rocks State Park was beautiful and 

incredibly complex. How these two 

come up with routes like this is beyond 

me. In fact, the route was so complex, 

I’m not sure many were able to com-

plete the task perfectly. Upon arrival at 

the park, eighty-eight miles after start-

ing, we jumped out of our cars, happy 

to stretch our legs. Some of us ven-

tured around the grounds of the mas-

sive granite boulders and saw some 

amazing history and beauty. One inter-

esting detail could only be found at the 

top of the mountain of granite: stone 

masons from the 1800s to early 

1900s would carve their names into 

the massive granite tops in celebration 

of becoming master stone cutters. 

Another interesting fact, all of the cob-

blestones that paved the downtown 

streets of St. Louis came from this 

area. We stopped for lunch at Baylee 

Jo’s BBQ, which, in honor of St Pat-

rick’s Day, served some of the best 

smoked corned beef and cabbage that 

I have ever tasted. We went on to 

Taum Sauk Mountain Lookout and 

Fort Davidson at the Battle of Pilot 

Knob Historic Site. Both stops made 

for a spectacular ending to a great day 

in March.  
 

April is an active month for the Club. 

We will have our annual judges’ meet-

ing and a ranch tour. I hope you will be 

able to make both. Going to the 

judges’ meeting is more than just for 

judges. It is a great way to learn more 

about your car, what is expected from 

judges at concours, and you get to see 

the entirety of the Hyman Ltd. classic 

car collection for sale. You definitely 

have to be careful walking around this 

space or you might find yourself want-

ing another car. The R&R Ranch tour 

should prove equally fun since it will 

involve animals and a great car collec-

tion; it will also include one of the best 

places to eat lunch, The Hawthorne 

Inn. (Additional details found in this 

newsletter or online.)  
 

Cleaning your Jaguar might be painful, 

but bringing a smile to someone’s face 

when they see your work makes it all 

worthwhile.  
 

See you soon, 

John Sippel, President 

All material for inclusion in The Jaguar’s Growl must be submitted no 
later than the 15th of the month preceding publication. The 
Editor reserves the right to edit all material submitted. The Jaguar Asso-
ciation of Greater St. Louis, its officers, directors, and the Editor of The 
Jaguar’s Growl expressly disclaim any warranty or endorsement for any 
of the services or products contained in any advertisement or mentioned 
in any article. The opinions expressed by contributors are their own and 
not necessarily those of the Jaguar Association of Greater St. Louis, its 
officers, directors, or the Editor of this publication.  
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On the  Cover . . . 
The Ellis 420 trails the Dillon E-type 

trails the Herold XJS trails the 

Buechler XJ8 on the road to Ele-

phant Rocks State Park. 
 

Here the 420 and E-type make a 

stunning pair at the beautiful tour 

destination, which serves as a com-

plementary backdrop. 
 

Photos: Matthew Johnson 
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Welcome to our newest JAGSL members: Charles & Heather Baine 

http://www.jagstl.com/
http://www.jagstl.com/the-club/memberapp
mailto:matthewthegrowl@charter.net
mailto:%3cbig.cat92@hotmail.com%3e


As the 2019 Concours season approaches, it’s time for all of us to update our credentials. 

In order to comply fully with the JCNA sanctioning rules, we need to get cracking with ...  

 

 

 

 

to be held on  

Saturday, April 20th @ 11:00am 
at 

Hyman Ltd. 
(2310 Chaffee Drive / St. Louis 63146 <hymanltd.com> 

Co-chief Judges Jim Hendrix and 

John Testrake will present the 

latest Concours rules and proce-

dures for discussion, so we’ll all 

be ready for the 2019 judging 

season. You neither have to be 

a judge  nor become a judge to 

attend the seminar — everyone 

is welcome. 

 

Our venue is home to the spec-

tacular inventory of Hyman Ltd. 

and there will be plenty of op-

portunities to view the collection 

and get a glimpse into the clas-

sic and collector car world. 
 

 

This year we will be turning our 

specific attention to the Series 1 

E-type. We plan to have an OTS, 

a FHC, and a 2+2 on display. 

 

Lunch will be served! Please 

RSVP as early as possible so 

we’ll know how many chairs to 

get and how much food we’ll 

need. 

 

RSVP to John Testrake 
<jtestrake@aol.com> or 

(636) 266-1579 
 

There will be a $5 per person 

fee collected to cover expenses. 

• 9:00am — meet at the St. Louis Bread Co. 

(17132 Chesterfield Airport Rd. / Chesterfield, 

MO 63005) 

• 9:40am — leave for the R&R Ranch.  

• Note: Parking will be a challenge: there are three 

“legs” to the driveway, and whichever we choose, 

we must all pull in as far as possible; park on one 

side of the driveway, leaving the other open.) 

• Lunch at the Hawthorne Inn (123 Front St. / 

Labadie, MO 63055) 

Please RSVP: Terry Zerr  

<Zerrfamily@sbcglobal.net> or 

314.401.8984 

Saturday, April 27th 

J 
oin event hosts John Sippel and Terry Zerr for a drive to 

the R&R Ranch, a donkey and miniature horse sanctu-

ary, owned and run by David and Stacy Rolfe. We will 

be taking a tour of both their mini horse rescue barn and 

their muscle car collection. After the tour, we will travel to 

Labadie, MO to have lunch at the Hawthorne Inn.  
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https://hymanltd.com/
mailto:jtestrake@aol.com
mailto:Zerrfamily@sbcglobal.net
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Month When? What? Where? By Whom? 

JANUARY  26th 

6:30p 

Annual Awards Dinner @ Deer Creek Club 

9861 Deer Creek Hill / St. Louis, MO 63124 

Kelly & Sally Waite /  

Ben & Jen Hendrix 

FEBRUARY  23rd  

8:00a 

Coffee, Coffee, & Cars @ JustJags, LLC 

7113 N Hanley Rd. / Hazelwood, MO 63042 

Bob Herold 

MARCH  16th 

8:30a 

Tour to Elephant Rock State Park & High Valley Angus Ranch 
Starts at St. Louis Bread Co. 9920 Kennerly Rd. / St. Louis, MO 63128 

Phil Taxman / Jim Hendrix 

 

23rd  

8:00a 

Coffee, Coffee, & Cars @ JustJags, LLC 

7113 N Hanley Rd. / Hazelwood, MO 63042 

Bob Herold 

APRIL  20th 

11:00a 

Judges’ Training @ Hyman Ltd. 

2310 Chaffee Drive, St. Louis, MO 63146 

Jim Hendrix / John Testrake 

 27th 

9:00a 

R&R Ranch Tour & Lunch at The Hawthorne Inn 

Hawthorne Inn: 123 Front St. / Labadie, MO 63055  

John Sippel / Terry Zerr 

MAY 25th 

9:00a 

Garage Tour & Driving Event -- Horses, Horses, and More Horses! 

Starts at McDonald’s 2144 W Terra Ln. / O’Fallon, MO 63366 

Kelly Waite / Steve Gissy 

JUNE  2nd  

11:00a 

St. Louis European Auto Show <stleuropeanautoshow.com> 

17057 N Outer 40 Rd, Chesterfield, Missouri 63005 

 

JULY  21st 

 

JAGSL Birthday Party @ Glen Echo County Club 

3401 Lucas and Hunt Rd, St. Louis, MO 63121 

Terry & Jeanne Carmack / 

Tom Loew & Charlotte Bukowski 

AUGUST TBD Luncheon @ Country Club of St. Albans 

3165 St. Albans Rd, St. Albans, MO 63073 

Norma Nowotny / Barbara Giese 

SEPTEMBER 21st 

9:00a 

All British Car & Cycle Show @ Creve Coeur Lake Memorial Park 

13450 Marine Ave. / St. Louis, MO 63146 

Gary & Diana Schlueter 

OCTOBER 5th 

7:00a 

JAGSL Concours d’Elegance @ Faust Park 

15185 Olive Blvd. / Chesterfield, MO 63017 

Allan Ellis / Lisa Hendrix 

NOVEMBER TBD JAGSL Annual Meeting John Sippel / Lisa Hendrix 

JANUARY 

2020 

11th Annual Awards Dinner @ Deer Creek Club 

9861 Deer Creek Hill / St. Louis, MO 63124 

Kelly & Sally Waite /  

Ben & Jen Hendrix 

<www.jagstl.com> 

chrome 
& 

caffeine  

27th April 2019 
8:30a-12:00p 

Gateway  
Classic Cars 

*    *    * 

1237 Central Park Dr, 

O'Fallon, IL 6226  

Info: 618.271.3000 

Local Cars & Coffee Events: 

<carsandcoffeestl.org> 

The Growl Editor publishes event info provided 

and as requested by others. The Editor neither 

sponsors, endorses, promotes nor necessarily 

knows anything about any event. 
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Contact the hosts of individual events with any 

questions. JAGSL calendar details will be filled 

in here as they are received by the Editor. (See 

Growl publishing deadlines, pg. 3.) 

Remember, the calendar is an organic  

document: if you want to host, do so! There can 

be multiple events per month — contact a JAGSL 

officer <www.jagstl.com/contact>. 

• Starts at McDonald’s, 2144 W 

Terra Ln. / O’Fallon, MO 63366 

• Enjoy the scents of mobility: Brit-

ish oil and gas and those of more 

traditional horse power 

• Caravan on back roads to Kelly's 

place for breakfast (bagels and 

coffee) and a tour of horse-

powered transportation -- of the 

wheeled and legged varieties 

• Parade to Steve's house for more 

horsepower -- garaged and 

barned 

• Lunch ($13 per person; drinks — 

soda, beer, tea included) around 

the pool, weather pending 

On Saturday, May 25th, share a road tour 

with Steve Gissy and Kelly Waite 

RSVP needed, please, to anticipate lunch needs 

and procure gate passes to Innsbrook. 
 

Contact Kelly Waite for information or to 

RSVP: <kellywaite@att.net> 

Terry Carmack announces that Pat Rich, former 

JAGSL member, has sold her home and is having 

an estate sale, April 27—28. A number of Jaguar 

items (parts, trophies, and paintings) will be availa-

ble.  The sale is hosted by J&M sales; the times are 

listed on the Estate Sales St. Louis website. The 

address is 11111 Conway Road in Frontenac. 

mailto:lhendrix@curtispack.com
http://stleuropeanautoshow.com/
http://www.jagstl.com/events/calendar-list-of-events
http://www.jagstl.com/events/calendar-list-of-events
http://carsandcoffeestl.org/
http://carsandcoffeestl.org/
http://www.jagstl.com/contact
mailto:kellywaite@att.net
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Build and Prep 

As usual, the initial route necessitated revising. We did a final 

run to make sure all the mile-

age and directions worked. To 

fill the traveling time, we cre-

ated eighteen “play on word” 

questions. The answers were 

based upon signs featured 

along the route. The prepara-

tion always starts with a 

planned route and then a pre-

drive. Unlike some of our pre-

vious rallye routes that fell 

into place right away, this one 

required several trips to con-

firm details.  

 

Elephant Rocks State Park 

This is not the first time we 

have rallyed there, but it is an 

interesting spot. We thought it 

was worth a repeat visit, and it 

was close to our lunch desti-

nation. The site got its name 

due to the shape of the gran-

ite boulders that look as 

though they are lined up 

“standing end-to-end like a 

train of circus elephants.” This 

site has many trails that can 

lead to future excursions for 

you and your families to ex-

plore on repeat visits. It is not 

unusual to spend a day here 

walking the trails and experi-

encing the sites. This quarry 

site opened in 1869. The granite is known as “Missouri Red.” It 

provided the facing stone for the Eads Bridge piers, millions of 

paving stones located all over the St. Louis area (still in daily use 

today), the facings and floors for many St. Louis buildings, the 

columns for the Missouri Governor's Mansion, and material for 

monuments and homes due to its high wear qualities.   

 

Baylee Jo's Barbecue 

We think that everyone enjoyed lunch at Baylee Jo’s. The fast, 

cheerful service; the quality of the 

food; and the experience made it 

one of our best lunch destinations 

yet! Thanks to our proprietor, Chris; 

his daughter, Baylee Jo; and Kay 

behind the scenes in the kitchen. 

And thanks to Chris’s Mom for the 

special corn beef and cabbage reci-

pe, which requires days to season 

and prepare. Thank you for the spe-

cial treat! 

 

Taum Sauk and Pilot Knob 

Participants had the choice to do 

one or both of the excursions after 

lunch: Taum Sauk Mountain State 

Park and/or Battle of Pilot Knob 

State Historic Site.   

 

Taum Sauk Mountain State Park is 

known to have the highest point in 

Missouri at 1772 feet, but there is 

much more to this site. It encom-

passes over 7500 acres in the Saint 

Francois Mountains and has a wa-

terfall named Mina Sauk Falls that 

drops 132 feet over a series of 

rocky volcanic formations to the 

Taum Sauk Creek, which runs the 

length of the park. 

 

A pivotal point in the Civil War hap-

pened at the Battle of Pilot Knob 

State Historic Site, when the Con-

federates under Major General Sterling Price advanced with 

8000 troops and were stopped before they reached St. Louis by 

the Union Forces. The Union side was led by General Thomas 

Ewing who commanded a 1500-man force in the battle which 

JAGUAR SCENIC WINTER DRIVE to 

O n Saturday, March 16th, 2019, the Taxmans and Hen-

drixes hosted the Jaguar Scenic Winter Drive, traveling 

on blue-line roads featuring the hills and valleys of Missouri. 

The goal was to have a good time driving but to also experi-

ence the countryside, interesting locations, and some history 

along the way. 

 

In the spirit of our typical rallyes, we invited several other car 

clubs to join in on the fun: the Spirit of St. Louis Region of the 

Classic Car Club of America, MG Club of St. Louis, Gateway 

Miata Club, and St. Louis Triumph Owners Association. Forty-

four people and twenty-six cars were present on a moderate 

temperature, sun-enriched day. 



took place at and surrounding Fort Davidson 

on September 26-27, 1864. The results left 

the Confederates with over 1000 dead or 

wounded, and the Union soldiers with about 

100. Fort Davidson is one of many earthen 

forts that still exist around the country. This 

one is like many others that were dug from 

flat terrain to build a berm structure with a 

resulting moat that surrounded it. The struc-

ture was very effective in deterring the ad-

vancement of charging forces due to its 

unique design. It would repel advancing cav-

alry and men alike as they would slow down 

to deal with the moat and berm allowing the 

protected defenders to have the upper hand. 

 

The Trip Home 

It was time to head back as we had a full day 

filled with interesting things to do, so many 

left Ironton to head back to the St. Louis met-

ro area. Later, it was nice to hear from Wen-

dell Smith that his 1925 Rolls Royce Silver 

Ghost made it home safely.  

 

We thank all who participated and look for-

ward to hosting another rallye next year, 

which will include interesting, historical desti-

nations!  

-- PHIL & LUPE TAXMAN and 

JIM & LISA HENDRIX  ❑ 

Photos: Gary Sudin (in the air, drone pilot), Mark 

Morgan (on the ground, action photographer), Jim 

Hendrix, and Wendell Smith 
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JAGSL participants:  Jim & Linda Atkinson (E-type), 

Art & Linda Buechler (XJ8), Charlotte Bukowski & 

Thomas Loew (XJS), Tom Caldwell (XK8), Ray & Nan-

cy Corry (XJ), Todd Dillon (E-type), Allan Ellis and 

Matthew Johnson (420), Kyle Griege (XK), Ben Hen-

drix (XJS), Jim & Lisa Hendrix (XJL), Bob Herold and 

Brandon Hibbs (XJS), John & Phyllis Nelson (F-PACE), 

Diana & Gary Schlueter (XK8), John & Meg Sippel 

(XKR), Gary Sudin and Larry Hassel, Phil & Lupe and 

Alana Taxman (Mk X), Bob & Pat Waters, Terry Zerr 



 

Writing for Automotive News Europe, Yang 

Jian argues – an argument that I have not 

found  much covered elsewhere – that 

“what’s really behind the 22 percent slide 

… in JLR’s China deliveries last year” is 

that the company has had “persistent 

woes with reliability and dependability,” 

“carry[ing] out 13 recalls … for defects … 

cover[ing] some 106,000 vehicles, which 

was equivalent to more than 70 percent of 

its local sales during the year [2017].” 

Yang also reports that “owners have regu-

larly protested in front of JLR’s China 

headquarters in Shanghai to bring atten-

tion to widespread quality problems they 

allege” and that JLR’s problems have 

sparked a “catchphrase – ‘Jaguar at 70 

percent price’” due to “some dealers … 

selling imported Jaguar models at dis-

counts of up to 30 percent.” Yang seems 

skeptical of problems reported widely 

elsewhere — of “challenging market condi-

tions in China” and the “trade dispute be-

tween China and the United States.” I’d 

say we can likely add the new supposition 

to the stack without downplaying others, 

but fair enough. 

 

<europe.autonews.com> 

 

 

 

As they certainly should be, “Vehicle emis-

sions have come under increased scrutiny 

in recent years following Volkswagen’s 

diesel scandal,” writes Jasper Jolly for The 

Guardian. Such scrutiny seems to be 

working: JLR “informed the Driver and 

Vehicle Standards Agency, which handles 

recalls,” of the results of testing conduct-

ed by “The Vehicle Certification Agency 

[which] found 10 models … emitting more 

greenhouse gases than had been certified 

initially.” That means that JLR is recalling 

44,000 vehicles, including a few Land 

Rover models, and the Jaguar “E-Pace, F-

Pace, F-Type, XE and XF.” Jolly comments 

about safety recalls being fairly common, 

but, in contrast, “full product recalls be-

cause of exhaust emissions are rare.” I 

understand the comparison, and yet it 

strikes me that high exhaust emissions 

are, in fact, a safety issues. 

 

<theguardian.com>  

 

 

 

JLR’s current “losses,” as The Economist 

refers to its situation (financial troubles, 

hole, mistakes, struggles, slump, debt 

worries, woes are other ways — it de-

pends on the source) have become trou-

bling: “After a string of quarterly losses, 

on February 7th JLR revealed another, of 

£273m ($351m) in the latest three-

month period.” The reasons have been 

thoroughly reported (including by JLR and 

your own Growl), but The Economist of-

fers that while “Brexit and trade wars are 

out of JLR’s hands,” “its huge bet on die-

sel engines and its poor handling of its 

Chinese dealers were not.” Chairperson 

of Tata, Natarajan Chandrasekaran indi-

cates that “his company is committed to 

JLR and determined to turn it around,” a 

challenge that Tata has met before, man-

aging to grow nearly bankrupt JLR into 

“the world’s fourth-largest luxury car 

brand” which ain’t nothin’ to sneeze at. 

Jaguar is apparently, for Tata, an 

“important bet on new technology,” a 

claim supported by consistently amazing 

reviews of the boundary-pushing E-PACE. 

The article suggests, “If it can get 

through next year, then concentrate on 

expensive SUVs, JLR should get back on 

track.” That’d be a shame. (A shame be-

cause expensive SUVs to the exclusion of 

other models, to be clear, is not JLR get-

ting back on track.) 
 

<economist.com> 
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“Round[ing] up this week’s gossip,” Auto-

car says that JLR “could have a home ad-

vantage over rivals if tariffs on cars built 

outside the UK are introduced in a hard 

Brexit, according to planning manager 

Wayne Darly” as JLR would be “ahead with 

… British-built cars such as the XE and XF, 

making them cheaper than rivals.” So … 

not concentrate wholly on expensive SUVs, 

then? 
 

<autocar.co.uk>  
 

Yes, it is! Upon reflection, I suppose 

this JAGcetera is rather bleak. Luckily, 

we have the ever-smiling Kelly Waite, 

who suggested I have a look at a Wall 

Street Journal article, which was 

charming. A. J. Baime printed the story 

of David Claghorn, whose grandfather 

bought a 1966 Jaguar 3.8 S in England 

and had it shipped to New Jersey to serve 

as his daily driver. It did. Then it was stored 

and “fell into disrepair.” But he told his 

grandson, 

David that “If 

you can get it 

started, you 

can have it.” 

So he did. He 

drove it for a while. Then it was stored and 

“fell into disrepair.” Years later, Liza, Da-

vid’s daughter – the great-granddaughter 

of the S-type purchaser – at age thirteen 

declared, “When I get married, I’m going to 

drive away from my wedding in this car.” 

Years later still, David “decided to get the 

Jaguar roadworthy again,” which coinci-

dentally coincided with Liza’s announce-

ment of her engagement. The S-type’s arri-

val at the wedding was a surprise to Liza, 

and David “drove the newlyweds away in 

the Jaguar.” Fun! 
 

<wsj.com>  
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https://europe.autonews.com/automakers/jaguar-land-rover-hurt-quality-control-issues-china
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/mar/13/jaguar-land-rover-recalls-cars-over-carbon-dioxide-levels
https://www.economist.com/business/2019/02/16/jaguar-land-rover-is-in-a-hole-mostly-of-its-own-making
https://www.autocar.co.uk/car-news/confidential/autocar-confidential-jlr-could-benefit-brexit-audi-wont-extend-range-forever
https://www.wsj.com/articles/a-1966-jaguar-drives-a-family-through-the-generations-11548773787


As in previous years, the club is allowing us to park our Jaguars on the lawn just off the patio.  Please plan to arrive by 12:00pm to display your car. 

July 21st, 2019 at  Glen Echo Country Club  from  12:00 PM to  3:00 PM 

Cost: TBA St. Louis, MO 63121 
3401 Lucas and Hunt Road 

Luncheon:  A gourmet 
buffet lunch will be 
served at 1:00pm. 
Coffee, tea, and water 
are included. Other bev-
erages are available 
(tickets will be available 
at the check-in line). Our 
traditional birthday cake 
will follow the lunch. 
 
Program:  A short pro-
gram regarding the club 
activities for the rest of 
2019 will be presented. 

Lunch must be reserved in advance.  Simply fill in the information to the right, in-
cluding your name and the number in your party, then clip out this section of the 
Growl and mail it to Jeanne Carmack | 241 Wenneker Dr. | St. Louis, MO 63124  
as your RSVP. 
 
The club requires us to provide a head count for lunch in advance of the date.  
Please mail your RSVP to arrive by July 18th. Contact Terry or Jeanne Carmack 
314.692.0566 | <tcarmack01@charter.net> with any questions.  

 
NAME:________________________________________ 
 
NUMBER IN YOUR PARTY 
(INCLUDING YOURSELF):  

21 JULY 2019 JAGSL BIRTHDAY PARTY RSVP 

mailto:tcarmack01@charter.net
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W 
ay back on December 11th (see, I do 

sometimes pay attention) Mark Herzog presumably innocently 

emailed me: “Something that I’ve been wondering for a while: 

I’m curious how 19811 came about as our first Concours.” Mark was 

referring to Allan Ellis’s comment in the Nov/Dec 2018 Growl in which 

he writes, “This St. Louis Jaguar tradition will continue. We have been 

penciled in for the 38th Concours d’Elegance to be held at Faust Park 

on Saturday, 5th October 2019” (p. 9). Mark explained, “A quick look at 

my wall finds a JCNA plate with a GSTLJA (Greater St. Louis Jaguar As-

sociation, as we used to be known) dash plaque dating from 1977. Our 

early Concours, not JCNA, were heralded as ‘spring cleaning of your 

Jag’ and I’ve got a 1975-dated 2nd Place GSTLJA trophy for one of 

those. I believe Ed Finsilver told me that it was their second.” I thought 

about blaming it on Allan’s general carelessness, the same sloppiness 

that got him forcibly ousted from his position as Editor, and me – mer-

cifully to Growl readers, if much to my chagrin – instated in his place. 

Goodness, what a nasty affair that was, eh Allan? That is, anyway, how 

I choose to (mis)remember it, a tribute to my characteristic reliability. 

But instead of publicly rebuking my predecessor, I let Mark’s question 

lead me on a merry chase.  

 

The March 1963 Growl is the first issue to mention a Concours, but it’s 

not particularly forthcoming, the article evidently written for folks who 

already know what’s what. About the Concours, Liz & Earl Bilzing com-

ment, “These affairs – more or less beauty contests for cars – are 

judged by sadistic individuals who spent their childhood yearning to 

become commandant at West Point, the better to make ‘white glove’ 

inspections.” This remark seems in keeping with contemporary Con-

cours practice, even if it’s brutally unfair to West Point comman-

dants. But it’s reasonable enough2. Less reasonable is the Bil-

zings’ advice to have on hand “plenty of Mr. Clean” to better-

present Jaguars at Concours (I find myself cringing and 

reaching for the latest Griot’s Garage catalog). More to the 

point, though, they mention, “at last we are off for the concours 

d’elegance” referring to what they “will need for the trip,” which implies 

a national, JCNA event, maybe, or at any rate not JAGSL (GSTLJA) and 

not local. First Growl Concours reference, then = no help. 

 

While my Growl collection is super spotty prior to 1994, I do see Phil 

Taxman commenting in the July 1987 issue about “Jaguars on the 

Riverfront,” the Concours that Lofty England famously attended: 

“Remember WE HAVE EQUAL EMPHASIS ON DRIVEN CARS AS WELL AS 

JCNA CARS. YOU DON’T HAVE TO HAVE A 90PLUS POINT CAR TO HAVE 

FUN AT THIS CONCOURS. IF IT RUNS, PUT IT IN DRIVEN AND COME ON 

DOWN!” (p. 7, capitalization in the original). Not only do I totally agree, 

and would thoroughly adore seeing actual beaters at Concours, Phil 

clearly indicates that ‘87 was a Concours specifically JAGSL, not gener-

ally JCNA. And in the September 1992 issue, Jim & Lisa Hendrix write, 

“We both again thank all the members of JAGSL for their cooperation 

and time spent in the 6th Annual and 11th Concours d’Elegance put on 

by the Jaguar Association of greater St. Louis.” Question answered, 

Mark! Except, well … 

 

Between the Herzog pondering, the Taxman advising, and the Hendrix 

thanking, it seems that there’s a difference between annual JAGSL 

Concours and the total number held, which may shed light on Mark’s 

inquiry (and Allan’s numbering). If we accept the Hendrixes’ numbering, 

then the first annual JAGSL Concours d’Elegance is 1987’s; prior to 

1987 there would have been five additional ones, but not held yearly 

or consecutively. Last year’s 37th Concours was the 37th Concours alto-

Thank you, Bob Herold, for 

your hosting of this sea-

son’s CC&C. ‘Twas fab! 
 

❖ ❖ ❖ 

 

I received an email regard-

ing the last two month’s 

write-ups of the CC&C event 

from a Growl reader tut-

tutting my (highly accurate) 

descriptions of the occa-

sions’ goings-on. The anony-

mous email read as follows: 
 

    “Dear Growl Editor,  

    [...] 

    With concern, 

    Long-time Reader” 
 

I take the accusations of this writer seriously, and I respond-

ed via email, “Dear Long-time Reader […].” I cannot com-

ment further due to space constraints, but I believe the mes-

sage was received and, moving forward, we should all reflect 

upon this important exchange.        — MATTHEW JOHNSON ❑ 

ATTENDEES 

David Atkinson 

Jim Atkinson 

Severin Blenkush 

Todd Dillon 

Allan Ellis 

Brian Henderson 

Bob Herold 

Brandon Hibbs 

Matthew Johnson 

Tom Loew 

John Testrake 

Kelly Waite 
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gether, but it 

was the 32nd 

annual Con-

cours. I figured 

our impeccable 

Growl reportage 

would offer addi-

tional 

evidence. 

Nope! 

When Al-

lan began 

as Editor 

(Jan 

2015), 

the Growl didn’t have a for-

mal calendar, and we wouldn’t 

introduce it until May 2016. John 

Testrake, the Humble Scribe and 

Allan’s predecessor, included a full cal-

endar, but quite smartly always referred to 

the JAGSL Concours d’Elegance sans 

number – which didn’t help the Herzog 

Quest. So, Growl Concours announce-

ments and Concours write-ups since 2010 

= no help. 

 

I thus turned to our historian, Gary 

Schlueter (aka Diana Schlueter). Diana 

informed me that “When Gary became 

historian, we were given copies of The 

Growl beginning in 1976. An article in the 

May 1976 issue … begins by stating, ‘It’s 

that time again. The Greater St. Louis Jag-

uar Association is planning its second an-

nual Concours d’Elegance on May 29 & 

30.’ After reading this and not having any 

Growls back further than 1976, it sure 

looks like the first one was in 1975.” This 

data doesn’t conflict with a first annual 

Concours in 1987; however, Diana also 

found “a notation of having a Concours in 

each of the subsequent years of 1976 

through 1981.” Although she did “not find 

any mention of a Concours in 1982, 1983, 

1984, or 1986,” which she “cannot con-

firm” because she does “not have a Growl 

for each month in any of these years” and 

none for “1984” (she may mean 1985, 

which I could have confirmed, but, like 

you, there are lots of things I could do and 

do not). The path eventually became clear, 

Diana finding distinct mention of 

“Concours for the years 1987 through 

1990.” 

 

Mark’s ‘75 and ‘77 Concours do not 

conflict with Diana’s research 

(which indicates a JAGSL Con-

cours in ’75, ’76, ’77, ’78, ’79, 

’80, and ’81, all of which 

could at the time have been 

accurately called “annual.” 

Neither does it, by itself, 

clash with Mark’s memory 

of Ed’s numbering (’75 as 

the 2nd annual), but it does 

conflict if ’76 is the 2nd an-

nual, to which Diana found a 

written reference. About the 

annual testimonial, if there was 

even a single missed year be-

tween ’82 and ’86, then these la-

bels still would be in accord with Jim & 

Lisa’s reference to ’92 as the 6th annual, 

and thus ‘87 as the 1st annual. However, 

such numbering conflicts with ‘92 being 

the “11th overall” because it would have 

been at least the 12th. Now, you might 

think I’d be 

worried about 

someone point-

ing out some 

obvious error in 

reading the 

numbers that I 

carelessly 

missed, which 

would surprise 

nobody; howev-

er, such worry 

would entail me 

believing that 

someone is not 

only going to 

read this, but 

also think 

about it – so no 

problem. 

 

To clarify his reference to the 38th, I’d ask 

Allan, but he’d just say, “because Lisa 

says so.” I would check my own references 

to Concours numbering but couldn’t find 

any. I think it would be sensible for us to 

blame John Testrake, but John is not likely 

to be hurt by such a castigation, at least 

on an emotional level deep enough to 

make the effort worth it.  

 

So I asked Jim, who responded, “Correct, 

2019 is the 38th.” Now, don’t let his brevi-

ty fool you. Jim impressively offered docu-

mentation – evidence – by attaching to 

his email the latest “Participant Thank-You 

Letter” from last year’s Concours, which 

unmistakably indicates, “The Jaguar Asso-

ciation of Greater St. Louis thanks you for 

attending our 37th Concours d’Elegance 

on October 6th, 2018.” The document is 

additionally expertly verified: It is signed 

by … Jim and Allan. Hmmm. I’m all in favor 

of quoting oneself when one needs evi-

dence to support one’s own claims. Well, 

in favor, that is, if one is not all concerned 

about substantiation that is in any way 

substantiating. But none of that matters 

because the truth is that Allan had me at 

“because Lisa said so.” And that’s good 

enough for me. Because Lisa. 

 

Why do we care? I don’t know. Why do we 

care about “numbers matching?” Or 

“correct” hose clamps? What we do know 

is that JAGSL has held Concours events. 

And what we’ve learned is that while your 

Growl Editor will take your questions seri-

ously, you’ll want to think twice before 

asking them. 

 

What, that’s it?! Nope! See, 

the more important part of 

Mark’s email, which I’ve 

thus far failed to cite, has to 

do with Chubby Checker: 

Mark posed that Checker is 

the likely source of Dave 

Golde’s description of a 

1962 JAGSL event in which 

attendees ‘“twisted ‘all 

night long”’ (see Nov/Dec 

2018 Growl, p. 20). In retro-

spect, it makes my Louis 

Prima and Teddy Reynolds 

suggestions laughable, giv-

en that Checker released 

“The Twist,” “Twistin’ USA,” 

“Let’s Twist Again,” “Slow 

Twistin’,” “Twist it Up,” 

“Twistin’ Round the World,” “La Paloma 

Twist,” and “Teach Me To Twist” in more 

or less the right time period. I admit that 

upon reflection, I am embarrassed that I 

didn’t come up with Chubby Checker my-

self, but totally predictable is the fact that 

I’ll get over that mortification before I even 

finish writing to the end of th          ❑ 

1 Although I’m not entirely sure, I believe Mark gets 

1981 from 2019 - 38 = 1981, but it would have to 

be 2019 - 37 because 2019 is a Concours (the 38th). 

What I am pretty sure about is that math is smart, 

while time is dumb. 
 

2 For a description of continued reprehensible Con-

cours horrors, see the March 2015 Growl (p. 10). 



EDITOR’S IDLES: Matthew Johnson 

As we welcome spring and the new driving season … be safe, folks. Peace. 
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Receive Your Growl Online 
 

Sharper Pictures and Full Color 
 

Navigating to the online version of The Growl is simple.  Just go to 

<www.jagstl.com>.   

 

You’ll find this Growl and the Growl archives under the menu “The Club” and 

then (appropriately), “The Growl.”  You will need Adobe Acrobat Reader or a 

browser plugin (free). For a color hardcopy, just print it out. 

 

Why not go completely digital?  You can “opt out” of the mailed copy of The 

Growl.   

 

Just email Matthew at <matthewthegrowl@charter.net> and you’ll receive an 

email every month with the PDF file attached. No extra charge! 

http://www.jagstl.com/


11714 ST. CHARLES ROCK RDST. LOUISMO63044 
Intersection of Hwy70 and St Charles Rock Road 1 mile west of the airport  

CONTACT JEFF AT: 314.348.5774 or JEFF@ITSALIVEAUTO.COM 

VISIT US AT <ITSALIVEAUTO.COM> 

WE BUY, SELL, RESTORE & REPAIR CLASSIC  
EUROPEAN SPORTS CARS & MUSCLE CARS 

 
• FROM SIMPLE REPAIRS to ROTISSERIE RESTORATIONS 
 
• STATE-OF-THE-ART EQUIPMENT & OVER 70 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
 
• AFFORDABLE RATES ($55.00/HR BODY & $65.00/HR MECHANICAL) 
 
• CONVENIENT PICKUP & DELIVERY 
 
•  EXTENSIVE RUST REPAIR & FABRICATION 

Have a classic car you want restored?  For your convenience, 
we’ll come to you and transport your car with our rollback! 

CONVENIENCE—VALUE—QUALITY—RESPECT  

mailto:jeff@itsaliveauto.com
https://www.itsaliveauto.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ItsAliveAuto/


First tag. (Please print your name clearly, as this is what will  

appear on your name tag). 

Second tag. (Please print your name clearly, as this is what will 

appear on your name tag).   

Third tag. (Please print your name clearly, as this is what will  

appear on your name tag).  

Name: 

 

Spouse: 

 

Address: 

 

City: 

 

Phone #s  

 

Email: 

Member benefits: 

 

• Attend social events 

• Attend the annual "dinner gala" 

• Celebrate JAGSL at its birthday party 

• Join us for monthly events (shows, drives, meals, other get-

togethers) 

• Enter your Jaguar in local, regional and national Concours 

d’Elegance competitions (or don't enter a car ... just attend 

the shows!) 

• Attend other local car shows and automotive events 

• Embark on road rallies 

• Learn from experts in tech sessions 

• Earn points by attending activities and hosting events -- good 

for prizes each year 

• Receive the monthly club newsletter, The Jaguar's Growl 

(print & digital) 

• Become a member of the Jaguar Clubs of North America 

(JCNA) 

• Receive a subscription to JCNA's bi-monthly magazine, Jaguar 

Journal 

• Receive significant discounts on new Jaguars (no kidding!) 

• And, best of all, experience camaraderie with great, fun-

loving, automotive enthusiasts! 

 

Consider ... you do not need to own a Jaguar to join JAGSL: the 

club welcomes all Jaguar enthusiasts! 

  

 

If you would like to purchase a JAGSL name tag, please complete this order form and mail it with a check, made payable to Gary Schlueter, 

for $15.00 for each tag delivered in person at the next JAGSL event. If you wish to have the tag(s) mailed to you, please contact Gary before 

sending a check to determine additional amount due for shipping. (You can contact Gary at 314.606.0025.) 
 

Gary Schlueter, 840 Rambling Pine Drive, St. Charles, MO 63303 

APPLICATION FOR JAGSL/JCNA MEMBERSHIP 

Membership fees: 

$63 per year for an individual membership 

$68 per year for a membership including partner (carries an additional vote) 

$32 for partial membership when applying after June 1st 

$23 for young enthusiast membership, up to age 25 ($11 after June 1st) 

We look forward to your support and participation.  

Note:  Single membership carries 1 vote (add $5 for additional vote). 

 

Make checks payable to JAGSL and send to:  

Diana Schlueter 

JAGSL Membership Chair 

840 Rambling Pine Drive, St. Charles, MO  63303 

636.477.1763 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

________________ State: ____________ Zip: ____________ 

 

Home: __________________ Mobile: ___________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

Jaguars owned (optional): _____________________________________ 

 

                                            _____________________________________ 

 

                                            _____________________________________ 

 

Referred by (optional):      _____________________________________ 

JAGSL NAME TAG ORDER FORM 

Total enclosed ($15 x # of tags = $) 

(+ shipping, if applicable) 

 

$ ____________________________ 

First tag clasp: 

 

Pin:      

 

Magnet: 

Second tag clasp: 

 

Pin:      

 

Magnet: 

Third tag clasp: 

 

Pin:      

 

Magnet: 



The Jaguar’s Growl 

c/o Diana Schlueter 

JAGSL Secretary 

840 Rambling Pine Drive 

St. Charles, MO 63303 


