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Advert is ing Pol ic ies  

To promote, foster, and encourage a spirit of mutual  
interest among enthusiasts of Jaguar automobiles. 

T his was a 

wet June 

with rain al-

most half the 

days. In-

between rain, 

we were able 

to get in some 

activity on the road.  

 

The first week of June ushered in the St. 

Louis European Auto Show. This year 

was one of the better weather days in 

recent memory and void of any rain. We 

had a strong showing at the event and 

even managed to solicit some interested 

onlookers in the benefits of our Club. Our 

Jaguars were positioned next to a few 

lines of exotic supercars: Bugatti, Ferrari, 

Lamborghini and one Porsche 918. One 

of the supercar owners came over to talk 

to me about our Jaguars and his love for 

the brand. He currently owns a Jaguar 

and mentioned that it was his favorite 

and far more comfortable than his Lam-

borghini. I then proceeded to recruit. 

 

June also was interrupted by an event 

which hit St. Louis like a ton of bricks, 

the St. Louis Blues winning the Stanley 

Cup. It is one of the most storybook tales 

of last-to-first that I can remember (and I 

apologize to anyone not into the sport). 

I’m sure even those not into hockey did 

take note of what happened in our town. 

I mention this in defense of dropping my 

attendance at a few car events to wit-

ness the end of a fifty-two-year drought 

that started in 1967. That same year the 

Jaguar 3.8 Mark 2 accounted for 31.2% 

of the “Best Intermediate Sedan” votes 

from Car & Driver. Additionally, the Mark 

2 name was dropped when the smaller 

saloon began production as the 340 and 

240. The 1967 E-type Series 1 had to 

make changes to meet American stand-

ards with headlights, rocker switches, 

seats, and a few other notable items. 

This was some significant history created 

in 1967 for both our town and Jaguar. 

 

From history of the car to history of the 

Club: we have the annual JAGSL Birthday 

Party at the end of this month. I’m sin-

cerely looking forward to seeing our cars 

parked on the lawn in front of such a 

storied club as the Glen Echo Country 

Club, the site of the 1904 Summer Olym-

pic golf event. Additional pluses to this 

event are the awesome lunch and the 

view from our tables to see Jaguars on 

full display. 

 

I look forward to seeing you at upcoming 

events including Cars & Coffee and other 

automobile gatherings. Please let me 

know if you know of any other events 

happening in August. We will get them 

posted on the <JAGSTL.com> website. 

 

If your cat bites, you’ve probably excited 

it too much. 

 

John Sippel, President 

All material for inclusion in The Jaguar’s Growl must be submitted no 
later than the 15th of the month preceding publication. The 
Editor reserves the right to edit all material submitted. The Jaguar Asso-
ciation of Greater St. Louis, its officers, directors, and the Editor of The 
Jaguar’s Growl expressly disclaim any warranty or endorsement for any 
of the services or products contained in any advertisement or mentioned 
in any article. The opinions expressed by contributors are their own and 
not necessarily those of the Jaguar Association of Greater St. Louis, its 
officers, directors, or the Editor of this publication.  

President 
Vice-President  

Treasurer  
Secretary/Membership  

John Sippel  
Terry Zerr 
Terry Carmack 
Diana Schlueter 
636.477.1763 

Term expires 2019  
 

Todd Dillon - Jim Hendrix - Lisa Hendrix 
 

Term expires 2020  
 

Tom Loew - Gary Schlueter - Kelly Waite 
 

Term expires 2021  
 

Bob Herold - John Testrake - Jim Atkinson 

◊   Offic e rs   ◊  

◊   B o ar d o f  Direc t or s   ◊  

On the web:  <www.jagstl.com/> 
 

To join: <www.jagstl.com/the-club/memberapp> 

Head Point Tabulator 
2019 Concours Chairs 

 
Chief Mechanic 

Chief Judges 
 

Historian 
Advertising Manager 

Webmaster 

Chris Zerr 
Allan Ellis 
Lisa Hendrix 
Gary Schlueter 
Jim Hendrix 
John Testrake 
Gary Schlueter 
Tom Loew 
John Sippel 

◊   Or ga niz at io n R ol e s  ◊  

◊   E dit o r  ◊  
 

Matthew Johnson  
<matthewthegrowl@charter.net>  

 

Circulation Manager  
Allan  El l is  

 

Printing 
Kwik Kopy Printing - Chesterfield, Missouri 

All submissions to The Jaguar’s Growl must be in a form 
suitable for reprint; .jpg for photographs; eps., .tif, .gif, 
or .png for illustrations.  Or high quality .pdf files.  

Facebook, Website, and email (.pdf) versions of the Growl are in full color.  
Print color ads are available — please contact the Advertising Manager, 
Tom Loew <big.cat92@hotmail.com>. 

 Bus. Card ¼ Page ½ Page Full Page ______ 
 

6 months $24.00 $56.00 $97.00 $188.00   (6 issues) 
12 months $49.00 $111.00 $194.00 $375.00   (10 issues) 

Classified ads: free to JAGSL members for a consecutive, 
three-issue run. Not a member? Become one (see above). 

Welcome to our newest JAGSL members:  Brandon Gray & Arvan Chan, 
Nathaniel Leonard, Barbara Selecman, and Chris & Beth Wuertz 

The Jaguar’s Growl July 2019   3 

… 1969 E-type FHC at Ca-

hokia Mounds State Histor-

ic Site in Illinois. 

 

Whoa, whoa! — take a step 

back. I know, Allan did say 

that as editors, we should 

not put our own cars on the 

cover. I ain’t in violation. I 

couldn’t be! I mean, recall, 

we’re not owners, but stew-

ards. Sheesh, didn’t you 

read the June editorial? 

 

(Photos: Matthew  

Johnson) 

On the  Cover . . .  

http://www.jagstl.com/
http://www.jagstl.com/
http://www.jagstl.com/the-club/memberapp
mailto:matthewthegrowl@charter.net
mailto:%3cbig.cat92@hotmail.com%3e


P hil will be racing his 1964 E-type Coupe and will need pit 

crew help as well as people to cheer him on! You can also 

sign up to drive your car on the track dur-

ing lunch time, which will be a thrilling 

experience. You will witness Vintage Rac-

ing at its finest at the premier road course 

in all North America.  
 

More than 400 cars are expected on the 

track in eleven or more different race 

groups. Racing is Friday through Sunday. 

Come up and stay for one or two nights. 

This year the Vintage Festival will cele-

brate Ford Motor Racing. Paul Page, the 

voice of the Indianapolis 500, is the hon-

ored guest for the weekend. Besides the 

normal 300 vintage race cars at this 

event, 200 additional vintage, Ford-

powered cars are expected from all over 

the world. Saturday afternoon is special in downtown Elkhart 

Lake. Race cars and street cars will re-enact the historic race 

course through the town with the finish line on Lake Street. 

There is a wonderful car and motorcycle display that all will en-

joy, the “Gathering on the Green” concourse on the grounds of 

the Osthoff. Friday is practice and qualify-

ing, with Saturday being all featured races 

and the historic cup races on Sunday. 
 

No RSVP is needed — just let Phil know if 

you are coming and he can add you as a 

pit crew member which will make your en-

trance fee substantially cheaper. 
 

Rooms are really tight as this is a big 

event. I have a block of rooms twelve miles 

from the track at the HarborWinds Hotel 

(905 South 8th Street / Sheboygan, WI / 

920.452.9000). Rooms are $89 per night 

+ tax and are under the group name, TAX-

MAN RACING TEAM. Block is being held till 

9/1/2019. 
 

--JIM HENDRIX & PHIL TAXMAN ❑ 
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Photos courtesy of Phil Taxman 

As in previous years, the club is allowing us to park our Jaguars on the lawn just off the patio.  Please plan to arrive by 12:00pm to display your car. 

July 21st, 2019 at  Glen Echo Country Club  from  12:00 PM to  3:00 PM 

Cost: $40.00 / person St. Louis, MO 63121 
3401 Lucas and Hunt Road 

Luncheon:  A gourmet 
buffet lunch will be 
served at 1:00pm. 
Coffee, tea, and water 
are included. Other bev-
erages are available 
(tickets will be available 
at the check-in line). Our 
traditional birthday cake 
will follow the lunch. 

 

Program:  A short pro-
gram regarding the Club 
activities for the rest of 
2019 will be presented. 

Lunch must be reserved in advance.  Simply fill in the information to the right, in-
cluding your name and the number in your party, then clip out this section of the 
Growl and mail it to Jeanne Carmack | 241 Wenneker Dr. | St. Louis, MO 63124  
as your RSVP. 
 
Glen Echo requires us to provide a head count for lunch in advance of the date.  
Please mail your RSVP to arrive by July 18th. Contact Terry or Jeanne Carmack 
314.692.0566 | <tcarmack01@charter.net> with any questions.  

 
NAME:________________________________________ 
 
NUMBER IN YOUR PARTY 
(INCLUDING YOURSELF):  

21 JULY 2019 JAGSL BIRTHDAY PARTY RSVP 

mailto:tcarmack01@charter.net
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Month When? What? Where? By Whom? 

JANUARY  26th 

6:30p 

Annual Awards Dinner @ Deer Creek Club 

9861 Deer Creek Hill / St. Louis, MO 63124 

Kelly & Sally Waite /  

Ben & Jen Hendrix 

FEBRUARY  23rd  

8:00a 

Coffee, Coffee, & Cars @ JustJags, LLC 

7113 N Hanley Rd. / Hazelwood, MO 63042 

Bob Herold 

MARCH  16th 

8:30a 

Tour to Elephant Rock State Park & High Valley Angus Ranch 
Starts at St. Louis Bread Co. 9920 Kennerly Rd. / St. Louis, MO 63128 

Phil Taxman / Jim Hendrix 

 

23rd  

8:00a 

Coffee, Coffee, & Cars @ JustJags, LLC 

7113 N Hanley Rd. / Hazelwood, MO 63042 

Bob Herold 

APRIL  20th 

11:00a 

Judges’ Training @ Hyman Ltd. 

2310 Chaffee Drive, St. Louis, MO 63146 

Jim Hendrix / John Testrake 

 27th 

9:00a 

R&R Ranch Tour & Lunch at The Hawthorne Inn 

Hawthorne Inn: 123 Front St. / Labadie, MO 63055  

John Sippel / Terry Zerr 

MAY 25th 

9:00a 

Garage Tour & Driving Event -- Horses, Horses, and More Horses! 

Starts at McDonald’s 2144 W Terra Ln. / O’Fallon, MO 63366 

Kelly Waite / Steve Gissy 

JUNE  2nd  

11:00a 

St. Louis European Auto Show <stleuropeanautoshow.com> 

17057 N Outer 40 Rd, Chesterfield, Missouri 63005 

 

JULY  21st 

 

JAGSL Birthday Party @ Glen Echo County Club 

3401 Lucas and Hunt Rd, St. Louis, MO 63121 

Terry & Jeanne Carmack / 

Tom Loew & Charlotte Bukowski 

AUGUST 11th Canceled: Luncheon @ Country Club of St. Albans 

3165 St. Albans Rd, St. Albans, MO 63073 

Norma Nowotny / Barbara Giese 

SEPTEMBER 21st 

9:00a 

All British Car & Cycle Show @ Creve Coeur Lake Memorial Park 

13450 Marine Ave. / St. Louis, MO 63146 

Gary & Diana Schlueter 

OCTOBER 5th 

7:00a 

JAGSL Concours d’Elegance @ Faust Park 

15185 Olive Blvd. / Chesterfield, MO 63017 

Allan Ellis / Lisa Hendrix 

NOVEMBER TBD JAGSL Annual Meeting John Sippel / Lisa Hendrix 

JANUARY 

2020 

11th Annual Awards Dinner @ Deer Creek Club 

9861 Deer Creek Hill / St. Louis, MO 63124 

Kelly & Sally Waite /  

Ben & Jen Hendrix 

chrome 
& 

caffeine  

27th July 2019 
8:30a-12:00p 

Gateway  
Classic Cars 

*    *    * 

Local Cars & Coffee Events: 

<carsandcoffeestl.org> 

The Growl Editor publishes event info provided 

and as requested by others. The Editor neither 

sponsors, endorses, promotes nor necessarily 

knows anything about any event. 
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Contact the hosts of individual events with any 

questions. JAGSL calendar details will be filled 

in here as they are received by the Editor. (See 

Growl publishing deadlines, pg. 3.) 

Remember, the calendar is an organic  

document: if you want to host, do so! There can 

be multiple events per month — contact a JAGSL 

officer <www.jagstl.com/contact>. 

1237 Central Park Dr, 

O'Fallon, IL 6226  

Info: 618.271.3000 

at Creve Coeur Lake Memorial Park 

9:00am — 3:30pm | 13450 Marine Ave, Maryland Heights, Missouri 63146 | <allbritishcarshow.com> 

Saturday, September 21, 2019 38th 
Annual 

The 

<www.jagstl.com> 

mailto:lhendrix@curtispack.com
http://stleuropeanautoshow.com/
http://www.jagstl.com/events/calendar-list-of-events
http://carsandcoffeestl.org/
http://carsandcoffeestl.org/
http://www.jagstl.com/contact
https://allbritishcarshow.com/registration/
http://www.jagstl.com/events/calendar-list-of-events
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Extremely 

widely report-

ed 

(deservedly 

so), and with 

great sad-

ness, Norman 

Dewis, ex-

traordinary 

test driver 

and engineer 

for Jaguar, 

died in early 

June. I 

thought it 

appropriate to 

rely on the Coventry Telegraph for the re-

port: Elis Sandford writes, “During his 33-

year career, he completed more than a 

million test miles at an average speed of 

100 mph-plus and survived high-speed 

crashes in the days before seatbelts, with-

out ever breaking a single bone.”  

 

He ... was “co-driver to ... Stirling Moss in a 

C-type in the 1952 Mille Miglia,” “set a 

172.412 mph production car speed rec-

ord in a modified XK 120” in 1953, “drove 

a ... works D-type in the dramatic 1955 Le 

Mans ... race, “competed in the famous 

Goodwood Nine Hours,” and played roles 

in the development of Dunlop disc brakes 

and Jaguar models including the XK 140 

and 150, Mk II and VII, C-type, D-type, E-

type, XJ6, and XJ-S. He is also known for 

walking away from the horrendous crash 

of the XJ13 during an at-speed test run in 

1971. And, of course, it was Dewis in 

1961 who drove the newly-developed E-

type from the Jaguar factory in Coventry to 

the Geneva Motor Show in that now leg-

endary run. 

 

He was ninety-eight when he passed away 

on June 8th, even though his long list of 

accomplishments make it seem like he 

must have had twice that many years. 

  
<coventrytelegraph.net> 

 

Rumors of PSA’s (Peugeot, 

Citroën, etc.) acquisition of 

Jaguar might have been 

denied by Jaguar and Tata 

Motors, but I have not 

heard any refutations of 

the Jaguar-BMW collabora-

tion recently announced. 

Angela Monaghan, writing 

for The Guardian, reported 

last month that "Jaguar 

Land Rover is teaming up 

with BMW in a partnership 

designed to lower costs 

and try to get ahead in the 

race to produce electric 

cars for the mass market." 

 

In public, I imagine Jaguar 

and BMW enthusiasts alike 

scoffing at a new, fully-

electric JMW. I also imag-

ine those same folks think-

ing privately, speaking in 

hushed tones, of their sup-

port of such an interesting 

prospect.  

 

Jaguar and BMW would 

“jointly invest in research 

and development, engi-

neering and procurement 

to support volume produc-

tion of electric cars” which 

would cut costs in the tech-

nology’s development and 

speed its path to market. 

 

<theguardian.com> 

 

Announced in early June, Ian Callum is stepping down 

after twenty years as head of Jaguar design. Nargess 

Banks, writing for Forbes, reports, “He will continue to 

work with Jaguar as a design consultant, whilst Julian 

Thomson, the current creative design director, takes over 

… from 1 July.” Callum has been with Jaguar since 1999. 

He “was responsible for the direction of the XE, XF and XJ 

sedans, as well as the marque’s first SUVs – the F-Pace 

and E-Pace.” In addition, Callum is credited as having 

“convinced JLR management to invest in the all-electric I-

Pace” which has received numerous awards. And, of 

course, there’s the F-TYPE. Although it’s Callum’s C-X75 

concept that I wish we could have seen come to (much 

more serious) fruition. Famously, Callum “was responsi-

ble for the Aston Martin DB7, Vanquish and DB9” which 

seem to be almost universally praised as among the 

most beautiful of contemporary automotive designs. Per-

haps a contribution he made that is lesser known, Callum 

sketched the first Volvo C70 coupé (a model for which 

this editor would proudly shout out adoration). 

 

Ultimately concluding that Callum has “had an outstand-

ing career” (who could argue?), a comment by 

“JohnfromSC” on Hemmings summed up well, I think, 

how many perceive Callum’s contributions to Jaguar: “Ian 

Callum’s legacy will be controversial. To the positive, he 

rescued the brand with designs that appealed to average 

buyers. On the other hand, few of his designs remain 

head turners where you can say as it passes by[,] ‘Now 

that’s a Jaguar!’“ Had Callum’s designs been much more 

liberally green-lighted – less compromised and hampered 

by vehicle regulations and corporate desires to produce 

bandwagons instead of automobiles (if you follow me) – 

osteopaths, chiropractors, and physical therapists 

would’ve experienced twenty years of boon, what with all 

of that head-turning. 

 

<forbes.com> | <hemmings.com> | <volvocars.com>  

https://www.coventrytelegraph.net/news/coventry-news/coventry-news-norman-dewis-jaguar-16402043
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2019/jun/05/jaguar-land-rover-teams-up-with-bmw-to-produce-electric-cars
https://www.forbes.com/sites/nargessbanks/2019/06/04/ian-callum-leaves-jaguar-design/#766ea6555629
https://www.hemmings.com/blog/2019/06/06/after-a-two-decade-run-ian-callum-steps-down-as-head-of-jaguar-design/#comments-block
https://www.media.volvocars.com/global/en-gb/media/pressreleases/199395/volvo-c70-turns-20-a-niche-car-made-by-passion
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<spiritccca.com> 

which took place on 

and included these destinations: 

… Spirit of St. Louis Region of the Classic Car Club of America’s 

& also the 

Jim Atkinson 

Larry Hassel 

Gary Sudin 

Larry Hassel 

https://www.spiritccca.com/


E very year, at the Museum of 

Transportation, the Horseless Carriage 

Club sponsors a car show. The upper parking 

lot is filled with display cars, all of which are at 

least twenty-five years old. The oldest was 

from the early 1900s, a Dorris, manufactured 

in St Louis, and attended by the grandson of 

the maker. 

 

I was very nervous about the weather. It had 

stormed all night. The streets were still wet at 

9:30 am for the 11:00 am show. The streets 

were just dry enough at 10:30 am for me to 

venture forth, with four wire wheels that I did 

not want to re-clean. I arrived, drone in hand, 

as the weather cleared nicely. 

8   The Jaguar’s Growl July 2019 

Photos: Gary Sudin 

@ 
FATHER’S DAY  

CAR SHOW 

There was a Bricklin, a DeLorean, 

and some very nice vehicles from 

the United States from the 1930s 

though the 1970s. Although muggy, 

the skies cleared of the possibility 

of rain, and there were at least sev-

enty cars there after the weather 

cleared. The crowds continued to 

build throughout the afternoon.   

 

I now have another award that will 

continue to atrophy. 

 

— GARY SUDIN ❑ 

 
<transportmuseumassociation.org> 

https://transportmuseumassociation.org/


I acknowledge that we’re lucky enough, in this 

area, to have a healthy car scene. And that we 

have something as brilliant as the St. Louis Euro-

pean Auto Show. I thank those who organized it 

and made it happen: much appreciation! I have no 

doubt that many would certainly report about this 

year’s show, “It was nice.”  
 

But in truth, I found the show rather underwhelm-

ing and could have reproduced my report from last 

year and plopped it in here (by “my report,” I really 

mean my commentary on Mark Morgan’s report, 

because I didn’t attend the show in 2018). (And 

no, I don’t assume anyone would have noticed.)  
 

I mentioned then that the show’s official website, 

where I went for information, had the previous 

year’s info. That’s still true (at the time of this writ-

ing — June 22nd). It’s also still accurate that “a few 

classic cars ... appeared at the show” and I could 

again emphasize “few.” I could repeat the follow-

ing from Mark’s assessment last year: tempera-

ture-wise, it was “a lot more bearable” (than in 

2017), that “the vendors made impressive perfor-

mances” and in particular Hyman LTD*, there were 

a “large number of BMWs,” “a good turnout of 

Jags,” “the only running Trabant in the region” 

appeared, and the “event felt like the organizers 

were finally getting a handle on the ‘new’ location.” 

All still true. Mark even speculated last year about 

what “impact the failure, sale, and planned rede-

velopment of the Taubman Prestige Outlets will 

have on future shows.” Well, it’s now dubbed 

Chesterfield Outlets, was exactly the same mas-

sive expanse of featureless asphalt, and is 

apparently the last year for this venue.  
 

My hope is that the change in venue will 

rekindle the interest of those earlier at-

tendees who are no longer attendees. I’m 

looking at my photographs from the 2014 

show, held at Plaza Frontenac. I’m seeing a 

whole row of Lotuses; classic Alfa Romeos; 

a healthy mix of classic and modern Por-

sches and Mercedes-Benzes; at least three 

big, old Rollers dwarfing everything; a cou-

ple o’ smile-inducing VW Buses. I know 

I’m biased — I like old cars. But I think 

others, too, would appreciate the seri-

ous mix, the healthy diversity of cars ... 

like we had in 2014. This year’s show 

seemed too focused on the contempo-

rary — with some notable exceptions, 

sure (I have eyes, too). I wonder if the 

“flattening” of the show since 2014 

has been due in part to the venue. 

Maybe it’s because of the influx of 

engine-revving types (which, if you 

watch, frightens young children rather 

than enticing them to develop 

automotive interest) or those 

who love screeching tires (and 

probably that stupid risk, but 

likely not the consequences, 

should they happen) … so, like, 

the influx of those individuals 

who want to show off, feel they 

need to impress or have some-

thing to prove — rather than 

those who like to share their 

automobiles and their love for ‘em.  
 

I’d like to say the show was amazing, would inspire 

the next generation of enthusiasts, not just that it 

was, you know, “nice.” We’ll find out on Sunday, 

June 7th, 2020! 

— MATTHEW JOHNSON ❑ 

Photos: Matthew Johnson, Diana Schlueter, 

John Sippel, and Gary Sudin 
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* that Delahaye! that 365 GTB/4! that topless DS19! 

DS 

GS JS 

GS 

GS 
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T axman Group Rac-

ing Team headed 

off to Blackhawk Farms Raceway (BHFR) in 

East Beloit, Illinois for our second racing 

weekend of 2019. My pit crew was made up 

of Jorge Pineda and Floyd Allyn. We were 

excited to see how well we would perform 

after a very successful racing weekend at 

GingerMan Raceway in May. This event, 

sponsored by the Vintage Sports Car Drivers 

Association (VSCDA), broke all records with 

over 170 cars entered. VSCDA had six racing 

groups to accommodate all the entrants.   

 

My race group had cars from 

four different race classes: 

6/TA Trans Am, 6/AS Histor-

ic A Sedan, 6/AP A Produc-

tion, and my class, 6/BP B 

Production. The classes are 

determined by year of pro-

duction, size of motor, horse 

power, and style of car. My 

race group was the smallest 

but had the loudest and 

most powerful cars on the 

track. Its thirteen cars in-

cluded a 1969 Camaro, 

1967 Barracuda, 1965 

Shelby 350, two 1966 Shel-

by 350s, a 1969 Mustang 

GT, 1984 Corvette, 1995 

Corvette, 1966 Corvette, 

1964 Corvette, 1989 BMW 

325i, 1962 Jaguar XKE OTS, 

and my 1964 Jaguar FHC. I 

had raced against several of 

these cars before, but never 

with so many in one race 

group. I was a bit intimidat-

ed to say the least.  

 

Friday morning was a per-

fect day for racing, a little 

overcast and cool. BHFR is a 

really good club track, as it's 

totally flat. My previous best 

lap time at BHFR was 1:30 

back in 2018, while my aver-

age time was around 1:34. 

My goal was to improve up-

on that time and hopefully 

go below 1:29 and get my average down 

below 1:30. With increased seat time, my 

driving skills keep improving and my race 

times have continued to drop. 

 

My strategy for the first two practice runs 

was to stay close to the faster cars as long 

as I could, follow their race line and note 

where they brake. BHFR is very hard on 

brakes, as it is a short tract with many intri-

cate turns. That means constant working 

and braking. Big, powerful cars like long 

straights, like at Road America, so BHFR is 

an especially tough track for Class 6 cars. 

 

The fastest cars will turn laps of 1:19 to 

1:23, averaging about 85 miles per hour. 

The next group tends to be 1:25 to 1:33, 

averaging about 75 miles per hour. That’s 

really fast considering the tightness of the 

curves. Top speed in the straights is close to 

125 mph.   

 

I’m happy to report that we had no serious 

issues with the XKE, nor any contact with 

walls, cars, trees, or an unplanned agricul-

tural tour through the woods. Our time was 

spent on changing tires, checking fluids, 

refueling, recharging the battery, and clean-

ing the windshield. The only unscheduled 

maintenance that was needed was in secur-

ing some heat wrap tape to the exhaust that 

had come loose, which was completed with 

some bailing wire. 

 

The first practice was nine laps and I mainly 

wanted to get familiar again with BHFR and 

feel out the competition. The practice went 

nicely, with the XKE running well. Six of the 

cars were really fast and I knew I would have 

to be much faster than my previous times to 

stay with them. My times for this practice 

averaged 1:35/lap with a fastest lap of 

1:33. The track had heated up some on our 

second practice as the temperature warmed 

up. My fastest lap in this practice run was 

again 1:33 with an average time 

of 1:35, so I hadn’t improved my 

times. I was losing time at Turns 

3, 4, and 5 and decided to really 

work on driving through these 

two carousels more smoothly. 

My third session was a 12-lap 

qualifying run, where I turned a 

fast lap of 1:30.6, knocking off 

three seconds from practice and 

improving my average lap time 

to 1:31.5. The qualifying session 

determines drivers’ starting 

places on the grid for later rac-

es. Racing for the day ended 

and VSCDA held a pizza and ice 

cream social. We all passed on 

the pizza but enjoyed a wonder-

ful sundae after a long day of 

racing.   

 

Saturday was another beautiful 

day for racing, a bit warmer and 

a lot sunnier. The schedule 

called for one more qualifying 

session, a sprint race, and a 

heat race. We changed our tires 

from the Yokohama Advans to 

the Hoosier Speedsters, which 

have been faster for us on hot-

ter surfaces. Jorge and Floyd 

had been observing me at all 

the turns and told me where I 

was losing time to the other 

cars. I began braking less and 

accelerating quicker through 

these turns. My times started to 

improve immediately, as did 

their consistency. In the qualify-

ing race, my best lap time was 1:29.06, with 

every lap under 1:31. In this race, one of the 

Corvettes failed to make Turn 3 and crashed 

into an embankment, doing great damage to 

the car. The driver is an old-time driver and 

just lost it. The race was black flagged until 

the Corvette was removed, and the driver 

taken to the medical center, then restarted 

for the balance of the session.  At lunch time 

they had track touring and I took both Floyd 

Photos courtesy of Phil Taxman 



and Jorge out for four aggressive laps each. I 

know they got the feel of what it’s like inside 

a race car on the track, even though we 

were running only about half race speed. My 

times continued to improve on the sprint 

race. I consistently ran in the 1:28-range 

with a best lap of 1:27.208. I was really ex-

cited about these times. During the heat 

race, I worked hard at staying in contact with 

the really fast cars and had a fast lap of 

1:28.02 and came in sixth overall and sec-

ond in my class. This day was a great suc-

cess and a real breakthrough for me as I felt 

I had jumped another hurdle in my racing 

proficiency. After the races ended, we were 

invited over to the garage where our old 

friend, Tony Drews, was paddocked. He al-

ways has a Saturday night wine and cheese 

party after racing, and it was good to spend 

time with all our old racing buddies. 

 

Sunday was a whole different scenario. It 

rained Saturday night and was still drizzling 

Sunday morning. We decided to race no 

matter the weather for our fifteen-lap fea-

ture race. It stopped raining at 8:00am and 

there were three other races before ours. 

The track dried off a bit, but there was 

standing water in a few places. Racing in the 

rain is a whole different game. It’s about not 

putting down too much torque and running 

smoothly. Everything that I had been working 

on the previous two days to get down to a 

1:27 lap time was now not important. I 

planned to drive at about 70% and keep the 

RPM under 5200. This strategy worked out 

really well as the BMW 325i and my Jaguar 

got a great start and showed the way on the 

wet track. I kept looking in my mirrors and 

didn’t see anyone coming up on me. I quick-

ly found that Turn 3 was very slick and had 

to take it on the high side. When I ap-

proached Turn 5, the high side was slick and 

had to stay low. When coming down the 

straight heading for the last turn, I slowed 

down earlier and didn’t fire as hard coming 

out of Turn 10 onto the main straight. The 

rest of the course wasn’t much of an issue 

as long as I didn’t push it too hard. On lap 

eight, I accelerated too quickly coming out of 

Turn 10 onto the main straight and immedi-

ately went into a severe spin. Floyd and 

Jorge said I did two complete esses, spin-

ning left then right six times. I was able to 

finally catch it before hitting the wall, 

straightening out and then hitting the pedal 

and proceeded again down the main 

straight. When I passed the flag stand, the 

Chief Steward was clapping 

and gave me a big thumbs-

up for saving the spin and continuing on. I 

really never saw another car for the next 

seven laps as the BMW was way ahead and 

everyone else was far behind. I later found 

out that one of the Corvettes had spun off 

the course twice, as did a Mustang. I fin-

ished second overall and first in my class, 

my best finish yet in my racing career!  

 

We departed BHFR about an hour after our 

race ended, packed up everything into the 

trailer, and headed back to St. Louis. Our 

only problem was a flat tire on the trailer, 

but with the three of us working together, we 

had the tire changed and were back on the 

road within thirty minutes. We had a very 

successful and fun weekend, improving my 

fastest lap by three seconds and my average 

lap time by five seconds. 

 

We are definitely going to Road America on 

September 12-15 and welcome any JAGSL 

member to come watch some great racing 

and cheer us on. Another possibility might 

be Indianapolis Motor Speedway, August 1-

4. We will keep you posted. 

--PHIL TAXMAN ❑ 



EDITOR’S IDLES: Matthew Johnson 
 I 've been told numerous times (usually by 

the same person) to take more photographs 

of people at car events and fewer cars. I as-

sume the logic is that people will change, but 

the cars won’t, or that people are, ultimately, 

more interesting. My thinking is that it de-

pends on the per-

son and the 

car if we’re 

determin-

ing which 

is more 

interest-

ing; that 

this is a 

car-

focused 

newslet-

ter; and that nobody will look at the photos 

anyway, especially by the time the people de-

picted have changed considerably (oh, come 

off it — when was the last time you perused a 

Growl issue from the 2010s? the 1990s? earli-

er?).  

 

However, I like scrutinizing the photographs 

that I (and others) take, specifically concentrat-

ing on the people that just happen to be caught 

in background, people who I had no idea at the 

time that I was capturing. Most of the time, 

they’re walking or talking, looking at cars or 

their phones. The usual. But sometimes they’re 

doing something interesting: someone doing 

something that they’re certainly unaware is 

being photographed; someone making a funny 

expression, gesture, or interaction; or the occa-

sional performer or photobomber.  

 

It was a moment of joy 

when I saw, in my unre-

markable photograph of a 

remarkable F-TYPE R, this 

adorable scene (see left). 

Subsequent photos, taken 

in quick succession reveal 

that the pooch wasn’t even 

hers (what a chance, lovely 

moment!). I also appreciat-

ed the satisfyingly approving 

thumbs-up of this show 

official from behind Hyman LTD’s Delahaye 

(see below) … I wonder for whom this gesture 

of encouragement was meant? 

 

See, I do take photographs of people! Kind of. 

At any rate, such photos will tell stories if we 

care to look and imagine. 

 

(And if this editorial makes you feel as though 

you live in a runaway  

surveillance  

culture … well … 

you’re not  

paranoid: you 

do live in a 

runaway  

surveillance  

culture!) ❑ 
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Receive Your Growl Online 
 

Sharper Pictures and Full Color 
 

Navigating to the online version of The Growl is simple.  Just go to 

<www.jagstl.com>.   

 

You’ll find this Growl and the Growl archives under the menu “The Club” and 

then (appropriately), “The Growl.”  You will need Adobe Acrobat Reader or a 

browser plugin (free). For a color hardcopy, just print it out. 

 

Why not go completely digital?  You can “opt out” of the mailed copy of The 

Growl.   

 

Just email Matthew at <matthewthegrowl@charter.net> and you’ll receive an 

email every month with the PDF file attached. No extra charge! 

http://www.jagstl.com/


11714 ST. CHARLES ROCK RDST. LOUISMO63044 
Intersection of Hwy70 and St Charles Rock Road 1 mile west of the airport  

CONTACT JEFF AT: 314.348.5774 or JEFF@ITSALIVEAUTO.COM 

VISIT US AT <ITSALIVEAUTO.COM> 

WE BUY, SELL, RESTORE & REPAIR CLASSIC  
EUROPEAN SPORTS CARS & MUSCLE CARS 

 
• FROM SIMPLE REPAIRS to ROTISSERIE RESTORATIONS 
 
• STATE-OF-THE-ART EQUIPMENT & OVER 70 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
 
• AFFORDABLE RATES ($55.00/HR BODY & $65.00/HR MECHANICAL) 
 
• CONVENIENT PICKUP & DELIVERY 
 
•  EXTENSIVE RUST REPAIR & FABRICATION 

Have a classic car you want restored?  For your convenience, 
we’ll come to you and transport your car with our rollback! 

CONVENIENCE—VALUE—QUALITY—RESPECT  

mailto:jeff@itsaliveauto.com
https://www.itsaliveauto.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ItsAliveAuto/


First tag. (Please print your name clearly, as this is what will  

appear on your name tag). 

Second tag. (Please print your name clearly, as this is what will 

appear on your name tag).   

Third tag. (Please print your name clearly, as this is what will  

appear on your name tag).  

Name: 

 

Spouse: 

 

Address: 

 

City: 

 

Phone #s  

 

Email: 

Member benefits: 

 

• Attend social events 

• Attend the annual "dinner gala" 

• Celebrate JAGSL at its birthday party 

• Join us for monthly events (shows, drives, meals, other get-

togethers) 

• Enter your Jaguar in local, regional and national Concours 

d’Elegance competitions (or don't enter a car ... just attend 

the shows!) 

• Attend other local car shows and automotive events 

• Embark on road rallies 

• Learn from experts in tech sessions 

• Earn points by attending activities and hosting events -- good 

for prizes each year 

• Receive the monthly club newsletter, The Jaguar's Growl 

(print & digital) 

• Become a member of the Jaguar Clubs of North America 

(JCNA) 

• Receive a subscription to JCNA's bi-monthly magazine, Jaguar 

Journal 

• Receive significant discounts on new Jaguars (no kidding!) 

• And, best of all, experience camaraderie with great, fun-

loving, automotive enthusiasts! 

 

Consider ... you do not need to own a Jaguar to join JAGSL: the 

club welcomes all Jaguar enthusiasts! 

  

 

If you would like to purchase a JAGSL name tag, please complete this order form and mail it with a check, made payable to Gary Schlueter, 

for $15.00 for each tag delivered in person at the next JAGSL event. If you wish to have the tag(s) mailed to you, please contact Gary before 

sending a check to determine additional amount due for shipping. (You can contact Gary at 314.606.0025.) 
 

Gary Schlueter, 840 Rambling Pine Drive, St. Charles, MO 63303 

APPLICATION FOR JAGSL/JCNA MEMBERSHIP 

Membership fees: 

$63 per year for an individual membership 

$68 per year for a membership including partner (carries an additional vote) 

$32 for partial membership when applying after June 1st 

$23 for young enthusiast membership, up to age 25 ($11 after June 1st) 

We look forward to your support and participation.  

Note:  Single membership carries 1 vote (add $5 for additional vote). 

 

Make checks payable to JAGSL and send to:  

Diana Schlueter 

JAGSL Membership Chair 

840 Rambling Pine Drive, St. Charles, MO  63303 

636.477.1763 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

 

________________ State: ____________ Zip: ____________ 

 

Home: __________________ Mobile: ___________________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

Jaguars owned (optional): _____________________________________ 

 

                                            _____________________________________ 

 

                                            _____________________________________ 

 

Referred by (optional):      _____________________________________ 

JAGSL NAME TAG ORDER FORM 

Total enclosed ($15 x # of tags = $) 

(+ shipping, if applicable) 

 

$ ____________________________ 

First tag clasp: 

 

Pin:      

 

Magnet: 

Second tag clasp: 

 

Pin:      

 

Magnet: 

Third tag clasp: 

 

Pin:      

 

Magnet: 



The Jaguar’s Growl 

c/o Diana Schlueter 

JAGSL Secretary 

840 Rambling Pine Drive 

St. Charles, MO 63303 


